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Abstrakt

Monografie se zabyvé vznikem a vyvojem nejstar¥f sokolské Jjednoty na Moravé. Popisuje
sloZit¢ pocatky rodiciho se sokolského hnuti v pongméelém prostiedi, kde doch4zelo k mnohem
vétdim tfenicim a animozitdm, limitujici rozvoj deské t€lovychovy. Pted némi tak vyriist4 obraz
daleko sloZit€jsi, neZ jak existuje ve védomi Siroké vefejnosti. Autorka analyzuje vyznam
a tlohu t€lesné vychovy a sportu v &eském emancipaénim hnuti. Kniha zahrnuje &asové obdobi
od 60. let 19 stoleti do roku 1938. Ve svém vykladu autorka zéroveti poskytuje pohled do
spoleZenskych, ideovych a politickych d&ji ,,moravského Manchesteru® v 19. a 20. stoleti.
Tematiku dokresluji fotografie a citace z dobovych materigli.

Shrouti

Uvolnéni, ke kterému doslo po pfem&n& mocnékstvi v konstitudni monarchii a po zavedeni
spolkového zdkona v roce 1867, vedlo k vzestupu spolkového Zivota. Od Sedesstych let
19. stoleti dochézi k nériistu animozit mezi Cechy a Némci, na Moravé k tomu ptibyly zfetelné
rysy moravského vlastenectvi. Sokol jakoZto nejpocetnéji a nejvyrazn&jsi spolek sledoval
kromé t&lesné zdatnosti také otdzku vzd&lani svého &lenstva a jeho mravni i estetickou vychovu,
Vidy také v jeho fadéch piisobilo mnoho ,necviticich tida*, venujicich se osv&tové a nérodni
préci. Proto byl ale také Sokol terem pron4sledovand, zv14its v dobg, kdy nacionalizmus Cecht
i Némcti graduje tj. od zamitnuti fundamentalnich &l4nkd do prvni svétové valky.

Umysl moravskych turner v Brng strhnout do svych fad cvitence bez ohledu na jejich
nérodnost byl jednim z impulsi, které vedly ke vzniku ryze Eeského t&locvieného spolku. Do
Cela téchto snah se postavil Jan Helcelet. Rozdilné podminky v Praze a Brn& se projevovaly
také béhem pravidelnych slavnosti turnerii. V brnénsk¥ch ulicich nejenZe nebyly podobné akce
naruSovény, ale vZdy nachézely velkou odezvu. Podpory se turnerim v Brn dostalo také od
politickych prominentii z fad némeckych liberdlnich poslanci, navic i méstské rady se starostou
v &ele. Brnénsky starosta Christian d"Elvert, ktery byl sém &lenem turnerského spolku a dirazng
vystupoval proti Sokolu. Obavy moravskych Némch vedly k mnohdy k pfehnané reakci. Tento
trend se ukézal také pfi zalpiem' Moravského t&locvieného spolku, demuZ se n&ktefi Némci
snaZili viemoZné zabrénit. Ufady na vy$§i Grovni viak nebyly tak kratkozraké, a tak z4sluhou
mistodrZitele Adolfa svobodného pana Poche byl po mnohych obstrukcich umoznén vznik
prvniho &eského t&locviéného spolku na Moravé. Polatky brnénského Sokola tak spadaji do
stejné doby jako v Praze. T&locvién4 jednota prazsk4 viak zadala se cvi¢enim aZ dva mésice po

brnénské.

Spolek potykajici se dlouhodob s problémy — finan¢nimi, prostorovymi, s nedostatkem
cviditeld i cvidenci, ale pfedeviim s nep¥izni brné kych tifadd — prodglal t&zké zatatky, Uz
v roce 1864 vedla vieobecn4 apatie k zastaveni &innosti, kterou se ale jeste téhoZ roku podafilo
obnovit. O tfi roky pozd&ji se spolek rozesel znovu. V roce 1868 se opet podatilo vdechnout
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brnénské jednot? Zivot, i kdyZ pravé v tomto &ase proti nf vystoupil Christian d’Elvert. Cyklicky
se opakujici zaloZeni a zéniky brnénské jednoty matly i jej{ kronikafe, ktefi dlouhy ¢&as kladli
vznik aZ do roku 1868. Sedmdes4td léta 19. stoleti se pro jednotu nesla v duchu zmén a oslay,
Hned na zadétku dekédy vytvofila jednota nesmazatelnou stopu v myslich mnoha divakd, kdyz
svétila svilj prvni prapor. O rok pozdéji se pfestéhovala do novych mistnosti v Besednim domé.
Toto misto se na dlouhy &as stalo titoZist&m spolku, i kdyZ ho v jistych chvilich finantn&
zatéZovalo. Rostouci sebevédomi spolku bylo v roce 1877 sraZeno, kdyZ byla jednota vymérem
c. k. policejniho Feditelstvi rozpuSténa. Jet téhoZ roku ale Bedfich Hoppe podal névrhy stanov
vedouci k obnové. Z obavy pfed dali perzekuc ze strany rakouskych tfadii se jednota rozhodla
v prib¢hu osmdesdtych let k jiné form& prezentace. Kroji ozdobeni sokolové krideli
bmenskymi ulicemi v rémci stétnich akcf, b¥hem nichZ nemohli N&mci proti Seskému spolku
nic namitat.

Stale v&t3i odcizeni éeského a némeckého elementu vedlo postupné k zaméFeni brnénské
jednoty na v3eslovanskou mySlenku. Ta jej vedla k navézdni zahranidnich kontaktd
s jihoslovanskymi nirody. Ziskané vazby posilovala vzijemnymi navitdvami a vefejnymi
vystoupenimi. Mimo to udrfovala brnénské jednota vyznamné kontakty se spiiznénymi
jednotami v Cechach, Polsku, Rakousku & USA. Do dvacétého stoleti vstoupila jednota pin4
sily a s vysokou mirou sebediivéry. To se zahy zobrazilo také ve vzniku Zenského odboru. Jeho
dfiv&j8f vznik neumoziiovala celd fada spoledenskych predsudki. Nebyly mu viak dény do
vinku lehké zagétky. Problémy a nevyjasnéné elementérni podminky Zen vedly ke sporu, jenZ
vyustil rozpusténim odboru. Ten se podafilo po pétiletém spanku opét probudit v roce 1909,
tedy v dob&, kdy brnénsk4 jednota zadala v obavich sledovat rostouci ambice katolické
t€lovychovy v podob& Orla. Brn&nskou jednotou od samych za¥atkd prochézela celd ¥ada
nézord, z nichZ zmifime dvoji antipatii &eské spole¢nosti — ndrodni (vzdalovani se n&meckému
obyvatelstvu) a néboZenskou (antiklerikalismus, antisemitismus,). Podobné tendence se
objevuji po celou dobu habsburské monarchie a je$t& i v samostatném stats.

Rok 1914 je vyznamnym meznikem v d&jindch brnénské sokolské jednoty, nebot’ to byl
rok velkych zmén. Brno se stalo svédkem velké manifestace sokolské a slovanské vzéjemnosti.
Zenskému emancipatnimu hnuti se podafilo prosadit v rimci moravského Sokola SVOU POZici.
Jednot¢ se povedlo konetn& uspofédat sokolsky slet, ktery pro cvitence i navitévniky spojovaly
hluboké dojmy z akce samotné, demonstrace Seské emancipace na Moravé, ale také
z neltastného pferueni vinou atentétu na nislednika triinu. Ve véle&ném konfliktu prokézali
&lenové jednoty své silné odhodléni. MuZi v ,,poli“ a ¥eny na poli spolkového Zivota. Prévé
jejich zasluhou a pili fungovala brnénsk4 jednota po celou dobu Velké vilky.

Poméry v nové vzniklé Ceskoslovenské republice nabizely brnénské jednot& zcela nové
moZnosti. Kone&n€ se podafilo v letech 1927-1929 vybudovat vlastni sokolovnu. Sokol se po
vzniku Ceskoslovenské republiky plné ztotoZnil s novym samostatnym stétem. Byli to jeho
Clenové, ktefi vykonévali prvnf nérodni strdZ. V dob& nedostatku vlastni armady poskytli
republice své sily k jeji obrang. Toto odhodlani nejen n&kolikrit demonstrovali, ale hlavn®

né&kolikrét prokazali.

Tticéta 1éta 20. stoleti nejspi¥ nejlépe demonstrujici protknuti sokolskych hodnot se
samostatnym stitem. UZ v roce 1934 se v Bm& pfipomin4 tispé&ny brngnsky viesokolsky slet.
Tehdejsi pfipominka a vystoupeni se neslo ve stinu vristajictho nebezpedi ze strany sousedniho
Neémecka. JiZ tehdy dokédzali brn&niti ochotu brénit svou vlast pfed jakoukoli agresi. Jests
vyraznéji to ukézal v Cervnu a Cervenci 1938 uskutedn¥ny X. viesokolsky slet, ktery mél byt
ptedeviim oslavou 20. vyroi vzniku samostatné republiky. Stal se viak hlavn& mohutnou
demonstraci odhodléni nejen sokold, ale také mnoha dalfich ob&anti Ceskoslovenska ubranit
republiku vii€i expanzi sousedntho N&mecka. Mladi sokolové, rozjitteni vlastenectvim, se
pfirovnéavali k budoucim vojakitim, a proto se také snaZili v privodu pochodovat a chovat jako
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vojéci. Ctythodinovy pritvod se stal nejen nérodn{ manifestaci Sokoli pfed nastupujicim
nacismem, ale rovn& vyjédfenim podpory z fad zastupci mnoha evropskych zemd, nejvice
z Jugoslavie. Jak ukézal &as, naplno se duse sokolského hnutf a neochv&jné morélni hodnoty
projevily b&hem obdobi totality. To uZ je ale jiny pib&h.

Date: Z / 4 Y24 2 Sigr
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Abstract

The monograph deals with the formation and evolution of the oldest Sokol association
in Moravia. It describes the difficult beginnings of the incipient Sokol movement in
a Germanised environment where disputes and animosities hindered development of the Czech
gymnastics movement. The resulting picture is a lot more complex than the general public
knows. The author analyses the importance and role of gymnastics and sports in the Czech
national emancipation. The book covers the period from the 1860s to 1938. In her text, the
author also offers a glimpse into the social, ideological and political developments in Brno —
known then as the “Moravian Manchester” — in the late 19 and early 20™ centuries. The book
contains photographs and citations from contemporary sources.

Summery

The loosening of the regime marking the transformation of the Habsburg Empire into
a constitutional monarchy and the adoption of the Associations Act of 1867 precipitated a rise
of various public societies and clubs. From the 1860s, there had been a rise in animosities
between Czechs and Germans, and in Moravia this was further complicated by growing
Moravian patriotism. Sokol as the most numerous and distinct association promoted, aside from
physical fitness, the education of its members and their moral and aesthetic development.
Indeed, there were many “non-gymnastic members” pursuing public and national education.
This was a reason why Sokol often faced persecution, especially at the time when the Czech
and German nationalisms escalated and collided, i.e. from the rejection of the Fundamental
Articles of 1871 to the beginning of World War I.

The intention of the Moravian Turners in Brno to welcome gymnasts into their ranks
regardless of their nationality was one of the impulses leading to the formation of a purely
Czech gymnastics association. Jan Helcelet stood at the forefront of thesa initiatives. The
different circumstances of Prague and Brno also influenced the Turners’ regular celebrations.
In the streets of Brno, similar events not only were not disrupted but also enjoyed wide support.
Turners in Bmo also received supports from prominent political figures among the German
liberal parliamentarians and even the City Council headed by the Mayor. The Mayor of Brno,
Christian d’Elvert, was himself a member of the Turner association and a strong opponent of
Sokol. Their fears often incited the Moravian Germans to an excessive response. This was
demonstrated for example at the founding of the Moravian Gymnastics Associations which
some Germans tried to prevent at any cost. Fortunately, high-level authorities were not as short-
sighted and many obstructions later, the first Czech gymnastics association in Moravia could
finally be established thanks also to the Governor of Moravia Adolf von Poche. Sokol Bmo was



thus founded at around the same time as Sokol Prague. However, the Prague association only
started with the exercises two months after their colleagues in Brno.

The beginnings were difficult for the Brno association due to many problems with
funding, finding proper premises, the shortage of gymnasts and instructors, but especially
because of the hostility of Brno authorities. In 1864, the general apathy led the association to
suspend its activities, but they resumed later that year. Three years later, the association
dissolved again. In 1868, the Brno association reassembled, even though it faced opposition
from Christian d'Elvert. The cycle of establishment and dissolution of the Bro association was
confusing even to its chroniclers, who thus believed it was only properly established in 1868.
The 1870s were a time of change and celebration for the association. Right at the start of the
decade, the association left a strong impression in many viewers witnessing the christening of
its first banner. A year later, the association moved to its new premises in Besednf déim, which
served as the association’s base of operations, even though it sometimes also constituted
a significant financial burden. The association’s growing confidence was struck down in 1877
when it was dissolved by the decision of the Austro-Hungarian police directorate. Nevertheless,
Bedtich Hoppe resubmitted Sokol’s articles of association for approval the same year and the
association was re-established. Fearing further persecution from the Austrian authorities, the
association followed a different strategy of self-presentation in the 1880s. Sokol members in
traditional folk costumes walked through the street of Brno during national events when the
Germans could not object against the Czech association.

The growing rift between Czechs and Germans eventually led the Bmo association to
embrace Pan-Slavic ideas. This has led it to seek foreign connections with South Slavic nations.
These bonds were then strengthened by mutual visits and public appearances. Additionally, the
Brno association also maintained important ties with related associations in Bohemia, Poland,
Austria and the USA. The association entered the 20% century full of vigour and self-
confidence, which soon manifested in the formation of its women’s division. This could not
have happened earlier due to a number of contemporary social prejudices. The beginnings were
not easy for the women’s association. Certain problems and unclear elementary conditions for
women led to a dispute which culminated in its dissolution. It was re-activated five years later
in 1909, which was a period when the Bro association was increasingly concerned about the
growing ambitions of Orel, the competing Catholic gymnastics association. From the very
beginning, the Brno association was influenced by a number of viewpoints and opinions,
including the two major prejudices present in the Czech society — national antipathies (marked
by a growing alienation from the German-speaking population) and religious biases
(manifesting as anticlericalism and antisemitism). Similar tendencies were appearing during the
entire period of its existence within Austria-Hungary and even later in independent
Czechoslovakia.

The year 1914 was an important milestone in the history of the Brno association as it
brought many important events. Bmo hosted a big manifestation of Sokol and Slavic unity. The
women'’s emancipation movement managed to establish its position within the Moravian Sokol
association. The association finally managed to organise a Sokol slet — the gathering of Sokols
where gymnasts as well as visitors were left deeply impressed by the event itself, the
demonstration of Czech national emancipation in Moravia, but also the unfortunate interruption
caused by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne. In the
war that followed, members of the association demonstrated their strong determination — men
on the fields of battle and women in the life of the association. Thanks to them, the Bmo
association operated during the entirety of the Great War.

The establishment of independent Czechoslovakia in 1918 provided the Brno
association with many new opportunities. Between 1927-1929, their own Sokolovna (Sokol
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house) was built. Sokol fully embraced the newly found Czechoslovak state and its members
stood the first national guard. When the young republic still lacked its own armed forces, Sokols
were determined to fight on its behalf and did so on many occasions.

The 1930s provide the best examples of the overlaps between Sokol values and those of
the independent state. In 1934, Brno hosted a commemoration of the successful first Sokol slef.
However, the commemoration and performances were overshadowed by the growing danger
posed by the neighbouring Nazi Germany. Already at that time, Brno members proved their
willingness to defend their native country against any aggression. This was demonstrated even
more forcefully in June and July of 1938 at the 10% Sokol slet, which was also meant to be
a celebration of the 20™ anniversary of Czechoslovakia’s independence. Instead, it became
a massive demonstration of the determination of Sokols as well as many other Czechoslovak
citizens to defend their country against German territorial demands. Young patriotic Sokols
wanted to appear as future soldiers and tried to march and behave as ones during the
manifestation. The four-hour procession was not only a show of national unity of Sokols in the
face of Nazism, but also an expression of support from representatives of many other European
countries, especially Yugoslavia. As time had shown, the spirit of the Sokol movement and its
unfaltering moral values were put to the greatest test during the ensuing period of totalitarian
rule. That, however, is another story.

Date: Z% 7 szﬂ

A



