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PredloZeny a posudzovany habilitaény text RNDr. Hany Svobodoveej, Ph.D. pod nazvom
Outdoor education as a powerful way of teaching and learning je stborom Siestich uz
publikovanych prac autorky, z ktorych vsetky st s jej vyznamnym autorskym podielom
v spoluautorstve s inymi autormi. Uvedenych Sest textov je doplnenych tvodnou statou,
v ktorej autorka zhrfiujicim spésobom objasfiuje v &om, z jej pohfadu, spoéiva koncepéna
konzistentnost predloZenych textov. Ide skutoéne o texty, ktoré sa venuju z rozmanitych
aspektov problematike outdoorovej edukacie (terénna vyugba). Tematika je ramcovana dvomi
Specifikami - ide o ,curriculum-based outdoor education (OE)“ so zameranim na vyucovaci
predmet geografia, resp. na vzdelavaci obsah v oblasti geografie. Ako autorka upozornuije,
Specificky v &eskych podmienkach ma uvedena problematika (OE) mnozstvo
nepreskimanych dimenzii a to ako v ramci samotného odboru, tak aj v jej kurikularmej (cross-
curricular) dimenzii (s. 9). Je to jej argumentagné vychodisko zdévodriujice skutoénost, Ze
vsetky uvedené publikacie vznikli ako vystupy z rie§enych projektov ako dielo autorskych
kolektivov, €o je z méjho podhladu uplne v poriadku. V druhom plane tym implicitne doklada
svoju odbornu spésobilost timovej spoluprace aj na interdisciplinarnej baze (explicitne
vtextoch & 5 aé6).

Vyber predlozenych Siestich prac (vSetky v anglickom jazyku) ma dokladovat, Ze autorka sa
danej problematike (OE) venuje systematicky a dlhodobo (od roku 2014) a to jednak v oblasti
jej teoretického rozpracovania, vedeckého skumania iv aplikaénej rovine smerom do
vzdelavacej praxe v $kolach. Ako sama uvadza (s. 14), vzrastajlica relevancia problematiky
a nedostatok jej poznania v CR ju viedli (spolu s vyskumnym timom) k Gsiliu o jej hibsiu
analyzu a poznanie, hlavne v oblasti geografického vzdelavania, s dérazom na oblast
projektovaneho, implementovaného a dosiahnutého kurikula v &eskych &kolach.

Pre spravne pochopenie autorkinho pristupu k problematike (OE), venovala v uvodnej Casti
textu pozorost aj vymedzeniu chapania pojmu ,outdoor education‘ ako zastreSujucej
kategérie vztahujlcej sa k vzdelavacim aktivitam realizovanym mimo $koly, ktoré ilustracne
specifikuje (s. 15). Takto vymedzena kategéria OE je uplatnena v texte &l. 1, 3 a 4. Tato
kategoria je potom dalej rozvijana, resp. $pecifikovana tak, aby lepsie vystihovala autorsky
zamer interkonektivity kategérie so $kolskym geografickym vzdelavanim. Preto zavadza
v zahranicnej literatire zauzivany pojem ,curriculum-based outdoor education®, ktorym sa
vyjadruje poZiadavka, aby OE bolo realizované ugitelom a nie externou intittciou a v teréne,
Co sa uplatnilo v &l. 5 a 6. V tejto stvislosti upozoriiuje na to, Ze OE je sice integralnou
sucastou narodného kurikula, ale v o&akavanych vystupoch nereflektuje modernu koncepciu
OE zaloZenU na problémovych tlohach - problem-oriented tasks (s. 17). Konstatujem, ze je



na Skodu veci absencia bliz8ej $pecifikacie toho, &o sa skryva za pojmom ,problem-oriented
tasks®, ktory méZe mat rozmanité konotacie, podobne ako je to v pripade pojmu ,, curriculum-
based outdoor education®, a to j napriek tomu, Ze v prezentovanych publikaciach implicitne to
obsiahnuté je (napr. &l. 1).

Autorkino konstatovanie, Ze problematike OE nie je v éeskych podmienkach uchopovana
v adekvatnom rozsahu a obsahu sa opiera o vyskumné zistenia dokumentované prispevkom
¢.1. Ide o zistenia, ktoré suvisia s poriatim a spésobom uplatnenia OE vo vzdelavacom
procese v Ceskych zakladnych skolach. Obsahova analyza $kolskych vzdelavacich programov
vybranej vzorky $kél je doplnena Struktirovanymi rozhovormi s uéitefmi

Sest prezentovanych textov publikovanych prispevkov v &asopisoch a kapitol v knihach
dokumentuje vyvoj vyskumnych zamerov, metodologickych pristupov a metodickych postupov
autorky v Casovom slede medzi rokmi 2016 aZ 2021. Prispevky nie st zoradené v &asovom
slede, ale ich zoradenie sleduje skér zamer dokumentovat &irsi kontext vedeckého zaujmu
autorky v oblasti OE a to v oblasti jej prinosov pre pedagogicku prax (3.3), pre pedagogicky
vyskum (3.4) a pre interdisciplinarnu spolupracu (3.5).

Prinos pre pedagogickli prax je dokumentovany prispevkom &. 2, ktorym autorka (resp.
autorsky tim) reaguje na nedostatok podporného metodického materialu pre pripravu
a implementaciu OE. Vychadza z principov implementacie OE do &kolského kurikula
sformulovaného v prispevku &. 1. a z obsahovej analyzy narodného kurikula. Na realizovanej
pripadovej Stadii dokumentuje spdsob implementovania a realizacia OE na Grovni Skoly.
Pripadova $tudia v podmienkach zakladnej $koly v Brne je prezentovana ako model pouzitelny
v SirSom narodnom kontexte.

Dokumentacia prinosu pre pedagogicky vyskum tvori jadro posudzovaného textu. V tomto
smere koncipuje autorka Styri Ciastkové ciele sledujuce: a) poziciu OE v kurikule geografie
vramci Skolskych vzdelavacich programov vybranych $kél (prispevok &. 6), b) rozsah
implementacie OE do vzdelavacieho procesu zéakladnych $kél (prispevok &. 1), ¢) postoje
ucitefov, Ziakov a ich rodi€ov k uplatiiovaniu OE vo vyuébe v zakladnych $kolach (prispevok
€. 3) a d) meranie G¢inku OE na fyzicky rozvoj Ziakov (prispevok &. 4).

Prinos pre interdisciplinarnu spolupracu je dokladovany prispevkom &. 5, ktory sleduje, ako je
mozne rozvijat interdisciplinarnu kooperaciu medzi predmetmi telesna vychova a geografia na
z&klade prikladov z CR, Slovinska a Danska.

PredloZenymi pracami a ich sumarizujiicim uvedenim autorka preukazala dostatoény vhiad do
danej problematiky, ktory je zaloZeny na vlastnom vyskume v ramci jej iéasti na realizovanych
projektoch. Z hladiska metodolégie ide v prevaznej miere o aplikovany  vyskum
s uplatiiovanim kombinovaného vyskumného dizajnu. Jeho deklarovanym ciefom je
prepojenie vyskumnych zisteni na realnu pedagogicku prax, za Géelom vytvarania ucelnej
metodiky implementacie OE do kurikula geografického vzdelavania v zakladnych $kolach
ajeho uplatiovanie v procesoch vyugby, sdérazom na potrebu interdisciplinarneho
prepajania s dal$imi vzdelavacimi oblastami. Autorke pritom ide o uplatiiovanie konceptu
»curriculum-based outdoor education®, kedy st aktivity Ziakov v teréne prepojené so
sledovanim ciefov vymedzenych kurikulom a to stratégiami rie$enia problémovych Uloh.

Jednotlivé prezentované prispevky vznikali v uréitom &asovom rozpati v ramci réznych
projektov a v réznych autorskych timov. Je preto prirodzené, Ze ich obsahova i metodologicka
stranka, resp. Uroven méze byt odlisna, ale v principe konstatujem dobre spracované
prispevky, €o dokladuje aj skutoénost ze boli recenzované a s evidované v renomovanych
databazach (WoS prispevky €. 1, 3 a6). Tym autorka preukazuje predpoklady pre
projektovanie, realizaciu i vedenie pedagogického vyskumu na poZzadovanej medzinarodne
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akceptovanej Urovni. Co by som uvital, keby sa autorka bola venovala viac aj teoretickym
konceptom na baze ktorych sa vytvaraju jej pristupy a ponatia takych kluovych kategorii v jej
vyskumnom snazeni v oblasti OE ako su ,curriculum-based outdoor education®, problem-
oriented tasks” a ,cross-curricular dimension of OE“. Je totiz zZjavné, Ze na jednej strane tieto
tri faktory su v si€asnosti nedostatoéne rie$ené v podmienkach CR a na druhej strane, ze
do tejto oblasti vyskumu a aplikacie jeho vysledkov do pedagogickej praxe projektuje autorka
svoje doterajsie aj budlce pdsobenie.

Dotazy oponenta k obhajobé habilitacni prace (pocet dotazi dle zvazeni oponenta)

1. Vase vyskumné zistenia dokladuju, Ze koncept ,curriculum-based outdoor education®
nie je v dostatoénej miere aplikovany v &eskych zakladnych $kolach a aktivity mimo
Skoly st vnimané skér ako relaxaéno-dopinkové. Aké zmeny v oblasti koncipovania
kurikula a vzdelavacich stratégii st Ziaduce, aby sa to zmenilo?

2. OE ako vzdelavacie aktivity v teréne by podfa vasho nazoru mali byt zalozené na baze
»problem-oriented tasks". Objasnite, ako rozumiete tejto kategérii a na akej teoretickej
béaze je vaSe porozumenie zaloZené.

3. Prefo povazujete ,cross-curricular dimension of OE" za efektivnejsi, resp. ucelnejsi
z hfadiska dosahovania didaktickych zamerov/cielov OE, v porovnani s pristupmi,
ktoré sa realizuju v rdmci odborovych didaktik ako vzajomne izolovanych kurikularnych
Struktar?

Zaver

Habilitaéni prace Hany Svobodové ,Outdoor education as a powerful way of teaching and
learning” splfiuje pozadavky standardné kladené na habilitaéni prace v oboru Pedagogika.

[Banska Bystrica]

Dne 24. 9. 2023
poapis



"MUNI

Annex No. 10 to the MU Directive on Habilitation Procedures and Professor Appointment
Procedues

HABILITATION THESIS REVIEWER'S REPORT

Masaryk University

Applicant RNDr. Hana Svobodova, Ph.D.

Habilitation thesis Outdoor education as a powerful way of teaching and
learning

Reviewer prof. PaedDr. Stefan Porubsky, PhD.

Reviewer's home unit, Matej Bel University (SR), Faculty of Education

institution

The submitted habilitation text of RNDr. Hana Svobodova, Ph.D., which is here being reviewed,
entitled Outdoor education as a powerful way of teaching and learning is a collection of six
already published works of the author, all of which are written with her significant authorial
contribution in co-authorship with other authors. The six texts are accompanied by an
introductory essay in which the author explains in a summarizing manner where, from her point
of view, the conceptual consistency of the texts lies. These are indeed texts that deal with
various aspects of the issue of outdoor education (field education). The topic is framed by two
specific aspects - it is "curriculum-based outdoor education (OE)" with a focus on the teaching
of geography, or on educational content in the field of geography. As the author points out,
specifically in the Czech context, the above-mentioned topic (OE) has a number of unexplored
dimensions both within the field of study itself and in its curricular (cross-curricular) dimension
(p. 9). Itis her line of argumentation justifying the fact that all the publications mentioned above
were produced as outputs of projects undertaken as the work of teams of authors, which is
perfectly fine from my point of view. On another level, she thereby implicitly demonstrates her
expertise in teamwork also on an interdisciplinary basis (explicitly in texts 5 and 6).

The selection of the six papers presented (all in English) is intended to prove that the author
has had a systematic and long-term interest (since 2014) in the subject (OE) both in terms of
its theoretical elaboration, scientific research and application towards educational practice in
schools. As she herself states (p. 14), the increasing relevance of the issue and the lack of its
understanding in the Czech Republic led her (together with her research team) to strive for its
deeper analysis and understanding, especially in the field of geography, with an emphasis on
the area of designed, implemented and achieved curriculum in Czech schools.

For a proper understanding of the author's approach to the issue (OE), the candidate also paid
attention in the introductory part of the text to the definition of the understanding of the term
"outdoor education” as an umbrella category referring to educational activities implemented
outside the school, which she specifies in an illustrative way (p. 15). The category of OE is
defined and used in this way in the text of Articles 1, 3 and 4. This category is then further
developed or specified so as to better capture the author's intention of the interconnectivity of
this category with school-based geography education. It therefore introduces the term
‘curriculum-based outdoor education’, which is established in international literature, to express
the requirement that OE should be delivered by the teacher rather than by an external
institution and outdoors, which appears in Articles 5 and 6. In this context, the author also
points out that although OE is an integral part of the national curriculum, it does not reflect the



modern concept of OE based on problem-oriented tasks in its expected outcomes (p. 17). |
note that the lack of further specification of what is behind the term 'problem-oriented tasks',
which can have diverse connotations, as is the case of the term 'curriculum-based outdoor
education’, is detrimental to the cause, despite the fact that it is implicitly included in the
publications presented (e.g. article 1).

The author's observation that the OE issue is not adequately grasped in the Czech context is
based on the research findings documented in paper 1. These findings are related to the
conception and method of application of OE in the educational process in Czech primary
schools. The content analysis of the school curricula of the selected sample of schools is
complemented by structured interviews with teachers

The six presented texts of published journal articles and book chapters document the
development of the author's research aims, methodological approaches and methodological
practices in the period of time from 2016 to 2021. The papers are not arranged in chronological
order, but instead their ordering follows the intention to document the broader context of the
author's scholarly interest in the field of OE, namely in terms of her contributions to educational
practice (3.3), to research in education (3.4) and to interdisciplinary collaboration (3.5).

The contribution to educational practice is documented in paper 2, in which the author (or the
author's team) responds to the lack of supportive methodological material for the preparation
and implementation of OE. It is based on the principles of the implementation of OE in the
school curriculum formulated in paper 1 and on the content analysis of the national curriculum.
The candidate documents the way OE is implemented and delivered at school level through a
case study which she carried out. The case study in the conditions of a primary school in Brno
is presented as a model applicable also in a broader national context.

The evidence of the candidate’s contribution to educational research forms the core of the text
under review. In this regard, the author conceives four sub-objectives pursuing: a) the position
of OE in the geography curriculum within the school curricula of selected schools (paper 6), b)
the extent of OE implementation in the educational process of primary schools (paper 1), c)
the attitudes of teachers, pupils and their parents towards the application of OE in primary
school teaching (paper 3), and d) the measuring of the effect of OE on the physical
development of pupils (paper 4).

The contribution to interdisciplinary cooperation is illustrated in paper 5, which traces the ways
in which interdisciplinary cooperation between the subjects of physical education and
geography can be developed, using examples from the Czech Republic, Slovenia and
Denmark.

By presenting and summarising the papers, the author has demonstrated sufficient insight into
the subject, based on her own research as part of her participation in the projects she has
conducted. In terms of methodology, this is mostly applied research with the use of a mixed
methods research design. Its stated aim is to link research findings to real educational practice,
in order to develop a purposeful methodology for the implementation of OE in the curriculum
of geography education in primary schools and its application in teaching processes, with
emphasis being put on the need for interdisciplinary links with other fields of education. In
doing so, the author is concerned with the application of the concept of "curriculum-based
outdoor education”, where pupils' activities taking place outdoors are linked to the fulfilment of
the objectives defined by the curriculum through problem-solving strategies.

The individual papers presented here were written over a period of time within different projects
and by different teams of authors. It is therefore natural that their content and methodological
aspects or their standard may be different, but in principle | note well prepared papers, which
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is confirmed by the fact that they have been peer-reviewed and are registered in reputable
databases (WoS papers No. 1, 3 and 6). Thus, the author demonstrates her competence to
design, implement and conduct educational research at the required, internationally accepted
level. What | would have liked to see is more attention given to the theoretical concepts
underlying her approaches and conceptions of such key categories in her research
endeavours in the field of OE as "curriculum-based outdoor education"”, problem-oriented
tasks" and "cross-curricular dimension of OE". Indeed, it is evident that, on the one hand, these
three factors are still insufficiently addressed in the conditions in the Czech Republic and, on
the other hand, that the author is projecting her current and future activities into this area of
research and the application of its results in educational practice.

Opponent's questions for the defence of the habilitation thesis (number of questions at
the opponent’s discretion)

1. Your research findings prove that the concept of "curriculum-based outdoor education"
is not sufficiently applied in Czech primary schools and activities taking place outside
school are perceived more as relaxation and as being complementary. What changes
in curriculum design and educational strategies are desirable to change this?

2. In your opinion, OE conceived as educational field-based (outdoor) activities should be
based on "problem-oriented tasks". Explain how you understand this category and in
what theoretical basis your understanding is grounded.

3. Why do you consider the "cross-curricular dimension of OE" to be more effective or
efficient in terms of achieving the didactic aims/objectives of OE, compared to the
approaches implemented within the individual subject didactics conceptualized as
isolated curricular structures?

Conclusion
The habilitation thesis entitled "Outdoor education as a powerful way of teaching and

learning” by Hana Svobodova fulfils requirements expected of a habilitation thesis in the
field of Pedagogy.

[Banska Bystrica]
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