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Reviewer's report

Tomas Janik held a public lecture entitled Quality (in/of) instruction: Content focused
approach to investigating and improving instruction on 12" February 2018. The lecture was
given in Czech with intermittent summaries in German, included with the foreign members of
the committee in mind (they had the written full text version of the lecture in German at their
disposal).

Toma$ Janik introduced his topic using the issue of “emptying of content”, which he
presented as the paradox of information explosion in the context of knowledge society and, at
the same time, as a challenge for the quality of education. Using the theory of content
transformation as the backdrop, he asked how to aim towards understanding the content in
education through communicating about it. In this respect, he highlighted the role of teachers
and the whole professional community, who, building on didactic case studies, produce
knowledge for improvement of content transformation in instruction. This part of the lecture
drew on original research on quality in education that was based on didactic case studies and
on their generalization, which uncovered several forms of didactic formalisms in instruction
on one hand, and forms of didactic excellence on the other. In the final part of the lecture,
Tomés Janik identified this approach as belonging to didactic conceptions based on
bildungstheoretische Didaktik. He also discussed the benefits of the Bildung tradition and of
the dynamic approach to educational content.
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The significance of the lecture and the connected activities undertaken by Tomas Janik and
the broader team of colleagues lies in bringing up the problem of “emptying the content”
itself, and, more importantly, in introducing the theoretical-methodological approach to
tackling it in the tradition of Bildung. Noteworthy are also the findings of the research on
quality in education, especially on didactic formalisms that decrease the quality of instruction.

From the teaching point of view, the lecture was well structured — it was opened with a
problem (“emptying the content”) to which it provided explanations and solutions, building
up to the conclusion that content focused approach to research on and improvement of
instruction is vital. The lecture was logically structured, clear and comprehensible. Tomas
Janik proved not only that he has a deep insight into the field and the issues discussed, but
also that he is capable of approaching and presenting the problem in a didactically suitable
way. The lecture raised lively discussion and many interesting questions which were
appropriately replied.

Conclusion

The lecture delivered by Tomas Janik, entitled Quality (in/of) instruction: Content focused
approach to investigating and improving instruction and delivered as part of his professor
appointment procedure, demonstrated sufficient scholarly qualifications and pedagogical
capabilities expected of applicants participating in a professor appointment progedure in the

field of Education.
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