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Abstract. 

lntroduction 

The medical profession comprehensively focuses on two aims: to prolong the 

patienťs life and to increase the quality of life, meaning, to add years to life and to 

add life to years. Transplant medicine addresses both. By performing successful organ 

transplants it prolongs the patienťs life and simultaneously increases its quality. In the 

case of reconstructive allogeneic transplantations it increases the practical quality of 

life (hand, leg, face transplantation etc.), which results in improved and enhanced 

practical abilities (grasping, walking, speaking and eating etc.). However it also offers 

a significant improvement to the psychological and social quality of life. According to 

evolutional psychologists' research, presentation with a symmetric face and body is 

attractive for all known cultures and etlmicities. 

The basic principie of reconstructive surgery is to replace like for like, to 

restore appearance and function. If it is not possible to use tissues from the same 

subject the logical step in thinking is to use tissues from other subjects. 

Aim and methodology. 

The aim of principal author was to condense the complexity of vascularised 

composite allotransplantation and its place in modern medicine by summarizing 

clinically important conclusions. In the monograph all authors have disclosed the 

princi pal findings of their experimental work. Each was given the digression to weigh 

the importance of their findings both with a view to the current litera.ture and their 

most recent scientific discoveries. 

The Monograph is divided into two parts - general and special. In the general 

part there are chapters about history, transplant terminology, immunology, 

immunosuppressive therapy, rejection, transplant tolerance, immunosuppression and 

oncology, experimental reconstructive transplantations, transplantation in childhood 

and the perspectives of reconstructive transplantations in future. Attention is also 

given to chapters focusing on ethical, psychological, social and forensic aspects of the 








