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JOHN PAUL GIESY

Narozen 9. srpna 1948 v Youngstownu (Spojené staty americké, Ohio).
VYZKUMNE ZAMERENI

Ekologie; ekotoxikologie; toxikologie vody a volné Zijicich zivo&ichd;
environmentalni analytickd chemie organickych slou¢enin; environmentalni
chemie; simulaéni modely environmentalniho osudu stopovych latek;
biochemicka a molekularni toxikologie; hodnoceni ekologickych rizik;
chemikalie v zemédélstvi; latky naruSujici hormonalni rovnovahu.

VZDELANT

1974 Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan (Ph.D.)
1971 Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan (M.S.)
1970 Alma College, Alma Michigan (B.S.)

PRACOVNI FUNKCE

0d 2015 hostujici profesor, Graduate Faculty of
Baylor University, Waco, Texas, USA

0d 2014 profesor pfirodnich véd, Hong Kong Baptist
University, Hong Kong, Cina

0d 2013 profesor, State Key Laboratory of Environmental
Criteria and Risk Assessment, Chinese Research
Academy of Environmental Sciences, Peking, Cina

2010-2012 profesor, King Saud University, Rijad, Saudska Arabie

0Od 2010 hostujici profesor, School of Biological Sciences,
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Cina

0d 2008 hostujici profesor, State Key Laboratory of Marine
Environmental Science, Xiamen University, Sia-men, Cina

Od 2007 vyznamenany emeritni profesor zoologie, Michigan
State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA

0d 2006 emeritni profesor zoologie, Michigan State
University, Lansing, Michigan, USA

Od 2006 Canada Research Chair v oblasti environmentalni toxikologie,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Kanada

0Od 2006 profesor, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Kanada

0Od 2006 profesor, Toxikologie, University of
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Kanada

0d 2003 docent, Nanjing University, Nanking, Cina

2004-2007 hostujici profesor, National Institute of Advanced Industrial
Science and Technology, Institute for Environmental
Management Technology (EMTECH), Japonsko
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2003-2015 Chair Professor at Large, Department of Biology and
Chenmistry, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Cina
1997-2006 profesor zoologie, profesor veterinarniho Iékarstvi,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1993-1997 profesor v oblasti rybolovu a volné Zijicich zivo&ichd,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1989-1990 hostujici védecky pracovnik, Italian Hydrobiological Institute,
Italian National Research Council, Pallanza, Italie
1987-1988 hostujici profesor, Chair of Ecological Chemistry and
Geochemistry, University of Bayreuth, Bayreuth, Némecko
1985-1993 profesor v oblasti rybolovu a volné Zijicich Zivocichd,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1981-1997 koordinator vyzkumu, Pesticide Research Center,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1981-1985 docent v oblasti rybolovu a volné Zijicich Zivogich,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1979-1981 vedouci programu, Aquatic Ecology, Savannah River
Ecology Laboratory, Jackson, Jizni Karolina, USA
1980-1981 docent zoologie, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, USA
1980-1981 vyzkumny pracovnik, Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory, Jackson, Jizni Karolina, USA
1974-1980 docent zoologie, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, USA
1974-1980 vyzkumny pracovnik, Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory, Jackson, Jizni Karolina, USA

VYBRANA OCENENT

2016 University of Saskatchewan Distinguished Researcher Award
2013 Building Award, Society of Environmental
Toxicology and Chemistry Capacity
2013 J. W. George Ivany Internationalization Award
2013 medaile Miroslawa Romanowského, Royal Society
of Canada, University of Saskatchewan
2012 ocenéni SCOPE-Zhongyu za celozivotni dilo
v oblasti environmentalnich véd
2010 ¢len Academy of Sciences, Royal Society of Canada,

Division of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric
Sciences, Discipline of Earth Sciences

2009 Einstein Professorship Award, Chinese Academy of Sciences
2003 Sir E. W. Russell Award in the Sciences,
British Soil Science Society
1996 Distinguished Alumni Award, Alma College
1995 SETAC Founders Award, Society of Environmental
Toxicology and Chemistry
1994 ocenéni QUINTESSENCE: Excellence
in Environmental Contamination and Toxicology
1994 Vollenweider Medal for Aquatic Sciences, National

Water Research Institute of Canada
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International Man of the Year in Environmental Toxicology,
International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, Velka Britanie
ocenéni Willarda F. Shepharda, Michigan

Water Pollution Control Association

ocenéni CIBA GEIGY Agricultural Recognition

Award in Environmental Science

ocenéni Chevron Distinguished Lecture Award

ocenéni Sigma Xi Junior Investigator Research

Award, Michigan State University

VEDECKE AKTIVITY

¢len, Chemical Management Plan Science

Committee, Health Canada Advisorships, Kanada
predseda, Mezinarodni védecka rada centra

a velké vyzkumné infrastruktury, RECETOX,

PFirodovédecka fakulta Masarykovy univerzity

¢len, Biological Systems and Functions Evaluation

Group, Natural Sciences and Engineering

Research Council of Canada, Kanada

¢len, Academic Committee, State Key Laboratory in

Marine Pollution, City University of Hong Kong, Cina

¢len, Royal Society of Canada

zakladajici ¢len, Executive Committee, Science Advisory Board,
US Environmental Protection Agency, Spojené staty americké
¢len, predseda podkomisi, Board of Scientific Counselors, US
Environmental Protection Agency, Spojené staty americké
poradce, Network on Environmental Risk Assessment and
Management, Australian Research Council, Austréalie
poradce, Scientific Advisory Panel of the

Environment Agency, Velké Britanie

¢len a predseda, National Institutes of Medicine

a Natural Research Council Panels, National

Academy of Science, Spojené staty americké

poradce Svétové zdravotnické organizace

prezident, Alumni Organization, &len spravni rady, Alma
College, Michigan State University, Spojené staty americké
¢len spravni rady, Foundation for Environmental Education,
Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry

¢len spravnich rad, International Association for

Sediment and Water Science, International Association

of Great Lakes Research, Spojené staty americké

¢len a predseda, Michigan State University chapter of
Sigma Xi the Research Society, Spojené staty americké



CLENSTVI vV REDAKCNICH RADACH

Chemosphere, Environmental Toxicology and Risk Assessment section (1999-
2011, redaktor), Environmental Toxicology and Pharmacology (od roku 2006,
redakéni rada), J. Environmental Science Research, Cinska akademie véd (od
roku 2015, §éfredaktor), Ecosystem Health and Sustainability, Cinska ekolo-
gickéa spole¢nost (od roku 2013, redakéni rada), Environmental Research (od
roku 2014, redakéni rada)

VYBRANE PUBLIKACE

Giesy, J. P.; Kannan, K. 2001. Global distribution of perfluorooctane
sulfonate in wildlife. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 35, Issue: 7, Pages: 1339-1342.

Boxall, A. B.; Rudd, M.A.; Brooks, B. W. et al. 2012. Pharmaceuticals
and Personal Care Products in the Environment: What
Are the Big Questions? ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
PERSPECTIVES. Volume: 120, Issue: 9, Pages: 1221-1229.

Giesy, J. P.; Kannan, K. 2002. Perfluorochemical surfactants
in the environment. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 36, Issue: 7, Pages: 146 A-152 A.

Giesy, J. P.; Dobson, S; Solomon, K. R. 2000. Ecotoxicological risk
assessment for Roundup (R) Herbicide. REVIEWS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTAMINATION AND TOXICOLOGY. Volume: 167, Pages: 35-120.

Kannan, K.; Koistinen, J.; Beckmen, K. et al. 2001. Accumulation of
perfluorooctane sulfonate in marine mammals. ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 35, Issue: 8, Pages: 15693-1598.

Giesy, J. P.; Kannan, K. 1998. Dioxin-like and non-dioxin-

-like toxic effects of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs):
Implications for risk assessment. CRITICAL REVIEWS
IN TOXICOLOGY. Volume: 28, Issue: 6, Pages: 511-569.

Snyder, S. A,; Keith, T. L.; Verbrugge, D. A. et al. 1999. Analytical
methods for detection of selected estrogenic compounds
in aqueous mixtures. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 33, Issue: 16, Pages: 2814-2820.

Kannan, K.; Tao, L.; Sinclair, E. et al. 2005. Analytical methods for
detection of selected estrogenic compounds in aqueous
mixtures. ARCHIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION
AND TOXICOLOGY. Volume: 48, Issue: 4, Pages: 559-566.

So, M. K.; Taniyasu, S.; Yamashita, N. et al. 2004. Perfluorinated
compounds in coastal waters of Hong Kong, South China,
and Korea. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY.
Volume: 38, Issue: 15, Pages: 4056-4063.

Kannan, K.; Corsolini, S.; Falandysz, J. et al. 2002. Perfluorooctanesulfonate
and related fluorinated hydrocarbons in marine mammals, fishes,
and birds from coasts of the Baltic and the Mediterranean Seas.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 36, Issue:
15, Pages: 3210-3216. Article Number: UNSP ES020519Q.

6 ZIVOTOPISHA DATA



Gulkowska, A.; Leung, H. W.; So, M. K. et al. 2008. Removal of antibiotics from
wastewater by sewage treatment facilities in Hong Kong and Shenzhen,
China. WATER RESEARCH. Volume: 42, Issue: 1-2, Pages: 395-403.

Sanderson, J. T.; Seinen, W.; Giesy, J. P. et al. 2000. 2-chloro-s-triazine
herbicides induce aromatase (CYP19) activity in H295R human
adrenocortical carcinoma cells: A novel mechanism for estrogenicity?
TOXICOLOGICAL SCIENCES. Volume: 54, Issue: 1, Pages: 121-127.
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Identification and quantification of estrogen receptor agonists
in wastewater effluents. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 35, Issue: 18, Pages: 3620-3625.

Yeung, L. W.Y.; So, M. K; Jiang, G. B. et al. 2006.
Perfluorooctanesulfonate and related fluorochemicals in
human blood samples from China. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 40, Issue: 3, Pages: 715-720.

Kannan, K.; Franson, J. C.; Bowerman, W. W. et al. 2001.
Perfluorooctane sulfonate in fish-eating water birds including
bald eagles and albatrosses. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 35, Issue: 15, Pages: 3065-3070.

Tillitt, D. E.; Giesy, J. P.; Ankley, G. T. 1991. Characterization of the
HA4IIE rat hepatoma cell bioassay as a tool for assessing
toxic potency of planar halogenated hydrocarbons in
environmental samples. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 25, Issue: 1, Pages: 87-92.

So, M. K; Yamashita, N.; Taniyasu, S. et al. 2006. Health risks in infants
associated with exposure to perfluorinated compounds in human
breast milk from Zhoushan, China. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 40, Issue: 9, Pages: 2924-2929.

Kramer, V. J.; Miles-Richardson, S.; Pierens, S. L. et al. 1998. Reproductive
impairment and induction of alkaline-labile phosphate, a biomarker
of estrogen exposure, in fathead minnows (Pimephales
promelas) exposed to waterborne 17 beta-estradiol. AQUATIC
TOXICOLOGY. Volume: 40, Issue: 4, Pages: 335-360.

So, M. K.; Miyake, Y.; Yeung, W. Y. et al. 2007. Perfluorinated
compounds in the Pearl River and Yangtze River of China.
CHEMOSPHERE. Volume: 68, Issue: 11, Pages: 2085-2095.

Sanderson, J. T,; Aarts, J. M.; Brouwer, A. et al. 1996. Comparison of Ah
receptor-mediated luciferase and ethoxyresorufin-O-deethylase
induction in H4IIE cells: Implications for their use as bioanalytical tools for
the detection of polyhalogenated aromatic hydrocarbons. TOXICOLOGY
AND APPLIED PHARMACOLOGY. Volume: 137, Issue: 2, Pages: 316-325.

Kannan, K.; Senthilkumar, K.; Giesy, J. P. 1999. Occurrence of butyltin
compounds in human blood. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 33, Issue: 10, Pages: 1776-1779.

Khim, J. S.; Kannan, K.; Villeneuve, D. L. et al. 1999. Characterization and
distribution of trace organic contaminants in sediment from Masan
Bay, Korea. 1. Instrumental analysis. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 33, Issue: 23, Pages: 4199-4205.
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Kannan, K.; Blankenship, A. L.; Jones, P. D. et al. 2000. Toxicity
reference values for the toxic effects of polychlorinated
biphenyls to aquatic mammals. HUMAN AND ECOLOGICAL
RISK ASSESSMENT .Volume: 6, Issue: 1, Pages: 181-201.
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Hu, W.Y.; Jones, P. D.; DeCoen, W. et al. 2003. Alterations in cell
membrane properties caused by perfluorinated compounds.
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& PHARMACOLOGY. Volume: 135, Issue: 1, Pages: 77-88.

Kannan, K.; Choi, J. W.; Iseki, N. et al. 2002. Concentrations of perfluorinated
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junctional intercellular communication by perfluorinated
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Yamashita, N.; Kannan, K.; Imagawa, T. et al. 2000. Vertical profile of
polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins, dibenzofurans, naphthalenes,
biphenyls, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and alkylphenols in
a sediment core from Tokyo Bay, Japan. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY. Volume: 34, Issue: 17, Pages: 3560-3567.
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LAUDATIO

Tomas Kasparovsky

Vazené damy a panové,

dovolte mi, abych vam predstavil profesora Johna Paula Giesyho, $pi¢kového
svétového environmentalniho toxikologa.

John P. Giesy se narodil v roce 1948 v americkém staté Ohio, vétSinu svého
zivota v8ak prozil ve staté Michigan. Pravé tam studoval na Alma College a né-
sledné na Michigan State University, kde v roce 1974 ziskal doktorat v oboru
limnologie. Po tficeti letech Uspésné kariéry na Michigan State University se
v roce 2006 prestéhoval do Kanady, kde v sou¢asné dobé vede vyzkum v obo-
ru environmentalni toxikologie na Ustavu veterinarnich biomedicinskych véd
a v Toxikologickém centru univerzity v Saskatchewanu.

Profesor Giesy je vynikajici environmentalni toxikolog se zajmem o fadu
aspektl tohoto oboru, véetné chovani a Géink( potencialné toxickych slou-
¢enin a prvkl, zejména v oblasti posuzovani ekologickych rizik, toxikologie
vody, volné zijicich zivocicht ¢i toxikologie ptakl. Profesor Giesy se proslavil
svymi studiemi toxikologie volné Zijicich Zivocich(, zvlasté ve vztahu k latkdm
narusujicim hormonalni rovnovahu. Vedle své prace ekologa a biochemické-
ho toxikologa je také environmentalnim chemikem svétového forméatu, ktery
objevil fenomén fotoindukované toxicity organickych sloug¢enin, jako napfiklad
polyaromatickych uhlovodikd. Jako prvni také rozeznal perfluorované slouceni-
ny jako dalezitou novou t¥idu znegistujicich latek v Zivotnim prosttedi.

Profesor Giesy provadi $pic¢kovy vyzkum a své vysledky publikuje ve svéto-
vé uznavanych ¢asopisech. S vice nez 1200 recenzovanymi ¢lanky a Hirscho-
vym indexem 120 patfi mezi nejproduktivnéjsi autory svéta a je celosvétove nej-
citované&jsim autorem v kombinovanych oborech ekologie a environmentalnich
véd. Byl zvolen ¢lenem kanadské Narodni akademie véd a kanadské Kralovské
spolecnosti. Profesor Giesy ziskal vS§echna nejprestiznéjsi kanadska ocenéni
za praci v oboru environmentéalnich véd a denik The Globe and Mail jej oznagil
za kanadského environmentalniho védce ¢. 1.

Svou vynikajici védeckou praci a vali k prosazovani konkrétnich krokd
a pozitivnich zmén pfispél profesor Giesy vyznamné ke zlep$eni naseho zi-
votniho prostredi. Jeho vyzkum, na ktery ziskal b&€hem 40 let dotace za vice
nez 200 miliond dolard, ovlivnil primyslovou praxi i viadni politiku spojenou
s interdisciplinarnim oborem environmentalni toxikologie.

Profesor Giesy je také vynikajicim ugitelem a mentorem. Nejenze podpo-
ruje jednotlivé mladé védce v rozvoji jejich kariéry, ale také radi vyzkumnym
institucim, univerzitam i viadam po celém svétg, jak vytvaret vyzkumné a vzdé-
lavaci strategie a budovat mezinarodni partnerstvi. Dlouhodobé spolupracuje
s mnoha univerzitami napti¢ Severni Amerikou, Evropou a Asii a plisobi jako
ambasador University of Saskatchewan v Cing.

Svou spolupraci s Masarykovou univerzitou zahédjil pred vice nez 30 lety.
V tomto obdobi vyznamné prispél k rozvoji centra RECETOX Prirodovédecké
fakulty Masarykovy univerzity, které se jako jedina vyzkumna instituce v Ceské
republice vénuje interdisciplinarnimu vyzkumu v oblasti vlivu Zivotniho pro-
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stredi na zdravi v celé jeho komplexité. Vyzkumné a vzdélavaci aktivity centra
podporoval prostfednictvim spoleénych projektd na ziskani individualnich
stipendii pro mladé védce z Fulbrightovy nadace nebo programu Marie Sklo-
dowské Curie. Podporoval kratkodobé i dlouhodobé vymény védcl mezi Masa-
rykovou univerzitou a univerzitami ve Spojenych statech a Kanadég, propagoval
ve svété pracovni pozice oteviené na nasi univerzité a zvySoval tak mobilitu
mezinarodnich vyzkumnik{ na Masarykovu univerzitu. Vysledkem je dlouhy
seznam spole¢nych projektl a publikaci v pfednich védeckych ¢asopisech.
Tato spolupréace jeté nabrala na intenzité od roku 2015, kdy se profesor Giesy
stal ¢lenem Mezinarodni védecké rady centra RECETOX a zacal prispivat k pla-
novani strategického rozvoje vyzkumu, vzdélavani a mezinarodnich partnerstvi.

Mezinarodni védecké rada centra RECETOX v ¢ele s profesorem Giesym
podpofila v poslednich dvou letech na Pfirodovédecké fakulté MU pfipravu
dvou inovativnich studijnich program, které byly v roce 2018 Uspésné akre-
ditovany (v sou¢asné dobé v téchto programech studuje vice nez stovka stu-
dentd v bakalarském, magisterském i doktorském programu). Védecka rada
poskytla nedocenitelné rady v pfipravnych fazich nékolika evropskych projekt(
koordinovanych centrem RECETOX (jmenovité projekty Horizon 2020 Teaming,
Twinning a ERA Chair), které v posledni dobé Masarykové univerzité pfinesly
ptes 30 miliont eur. Poradenstvi profesora Giesyho pfispélo v neposledni fadé
také k vytvoreni efektivni struktury managementu centra RECETOX, vnitfniho
systému pro rozvoj lidskych zdrojd, mezinarodnich partnerstvi a védecké kul-
tury vibec.

Udélenim svého nejvy$siho ocenéni, ¢estného doktoratu, projevuje Ma-
sarykova univerzita profesoru Giesymu uznani za jeho celoZivotni praci védce,
pedagoga a konzultanta a ocefiuje osobnost, ktera nejenze velkou mérou pfi-
spéla k rozvoji environmentalnich véd na Pfirodovédecké fakulté Masarykovy
univerzity, ale ktera i nadale rozviji jeji védeckou kulturu a excelenci a $ifi dobré
jméno Masarykovy univerzity po celém svété.
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PROSLOV
John Paul Giesy

Vazené damy, vazeni panove,

ziskani ¢estného doktoratu Masarykovy univerzity je pro mne velkou poctou.
Doctor honoris causa je nejvy$§im akademickym titulem a udéluje se jednot-
livetim, ktefi se ve své kariéfe dostali na absolutnivrchol. Tak jsem ale ja o sobé
nikdy nepremyslel. Byl jsem jen kluk z Youngstownu v Ohiu, co se nemohl
rozhodnout, jestli ma radéji biologii nebo chemii. Uz od utlého véku jsem byl
knihomol, knihy jsem miloval a ¢etl jsem neustéle a bez prestani. Na kazdé
narozeniny jsem od otce dostaval asi 25 knih na riznorodéa témata, beletrii i lite-
raturu faktu. Kdyz jsem nedetl, potuloval jsem se kolem rybniku. Cely Zivot mam
velkou zalibu v rybach a rybareni. Kdyz mi otec vénoval stary mikroskop, byl
jsem uchvacen od prvniho okamziku, kdy jsem pod sklickem spatfil kapku vody.
Hluboce mé ovlivnil také prvni ,Den Zemé" v roce 1970, kdy jsem kongil vysokou
Skolu a zvazoval, co se svym zivotem udéldm. Je ze mé forenzni environmen-
talni chemik a ekotoxikolog, ktery studuje zdroje, osud a G&inky chemickych
latek na zivotni prostredi. Ve vyzkumnych projektech se svymi studenty pracuiji
na spolecensky relevantnich problémech. V pribé&hu své prace jsem mél to
Stésti, ze jsem mohl byt u vyznamnych objevd, tfeba toho, jak se per- a poly-
-fluorované latky $ifi v Zivotnim prostredi. Vysledkem této prace je celosvétovy
zakaz 87 chemickych latek, které se dostaly na seznam Stockholmské imluvy
o persistentnich organickych polutantech. Byl jsem také prvni, kdo pozoroval
a popsal zvy$eni fotoindukované toxicity povrchovych vod. Vzdy jsem se chtél
stat ¢lenem Narodni akademie véd a toho jsem dosahl v roce 2010.

Pevné v&fim, Ze v Zivoté ¢lovéka jsou nejdalezitéjsi lidé, které ma kolem
sebe. Mladi védci potfebuji podporu a péci, ale také nové vyzvy. Mél jsem to
Stésti, Ze jsem se za poslednich 50 let setkal s neuvéritelnymi lidmi, ktefi mi byli
mentory a vzory. Néktefi z nich jsou i na Masarykové univerzité.

Prvnim z nich byl mdj otec, vysokos$kolsky profesor, ktery mne od mych
péti let braval na rtizné univerzity. BE€hem studii byl mym mentorem profesor
Arlan Edgar, svétové uznavany arachnolog, ktery vénoval svij zivot vedeni stu-
dentd, jako jsem byl ja. Poskytl mi prvni prileZitost pracovat na grantu Narodni
nadace pro védu, coz vedlo k prvni z mych vice nez 1 240 publikaci. Dal§im
Stastnym setkdnim byla ma Gzasna manzelka Susan, méa partnerka ve v§ech
aspektech Zivota. Dnes je tu s ndmi a podporuje mé&, jako to délala vzdycky.
Vzdy mé povzbuzovala a byla ochotna riskovat. Kdyz jsem ziskal svou prvni
akademickou pozici v Narodni laboratofi University of Georgia, prestéhovala
se se mnou do Jizni Karoliny a pozdéji do Némecka, kde jsem ziskal Fulbrigh-
tovo stipendium a moznost studovat s profesorem Otto Hutzingerem. Susan
se se mnou také prestéhovala na rok do Hongkongu, abych mohl zah4jit néco,
z &eho se nakonec stala dvacetileta ¢inska odysea, ktera mé pfivedla k jed-
ném z nejpracovitéjsich a nejoslnivéjsich mysli, jaké jsem mél tu ¢est poznat.
Potom je tu ma dcera Emily, kterd obétovala své dospivani, abych mohl mit
kariéru, jakou mam. Ta je tu dnes také, i se svym manzelem Danem. Je zde
s nami i ma skvéla sestra Wendy a jeji manzel Wayne. Musim zminit i stovky
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a stovky studentd, postdoktorand(, technikd a hostujicich védcd, s nimiz jsem
mél tu est pracovat. Jsou to ve skuteénosti oni, kdo méli odvahu zkouSet mé
nové Silené napady a dovést je do zdarného konce. Bez nich bych nedoséhl
ni¢eho. Proto bych se s nimi chtél dnes symbolicky podélit o své uznani. Mnozi
z nich se stali svétovymi odborniky na poli environmentalnich véd a ja jsem na
né& na véechny velmi hrdy. Ctyfi z nich jsou dokonce dnes zde, na Masarykové
univerzité v Brné.

Lidé se mé Casto ptaji, jaké je ,tajemstvi" Uspésné kariéry, ale ja si ne-
myslim, Ze je to néco tajného. Jsou véci, které mohou k Uspéchu pfispét, ale
neexistuje jeden rys, ktery by sdm o sobé ¢lovéku zarudil ispéch. Jedna se
spiSe o kombinaci vlastnosti, od poctivosti a integrity az po pracovitost a vytr-
valost, coz jsou mé dva nejvétsi atributy. Pracuji zkratka vice a déle nez vétSina
ostatnich lidi. Zivot védeckého pracovnika je v podstaté fehole; véda neni povo-
lani, ale spide Zivotni styl. Clovék nepracuje jako védec, védcem &lovék prosté
je. Musi byt ochoten vénovat své praci veskeré Usili a nikdy se neprestat ugit.
V Zivoté jsem mél to $tésti, Ze jsem kazdy den s nadSenim ocekaval, jaké nové
prileZitosti a znalosti pfinese.

Velkou roli hraje serendipita. Zivot i profesni draha jsou stochastické a ta-

jemstvim je podle mne uméni rozpoznat prichazejici pfilezitosti, mit odvahu
je vyuzit a zkusit nové véci. Cesta, kterd mé pfivedla k dneSnimu dni, byla sérii
takovych serendipit. V rané fazi zivota jsem z bézné zakladni Skoly odesel do
LzvIastni tridy“. Vite, byl rok 1957 a Sovétsky svaz zrovna vypustil na obéznou
dréahu Sputnik. Ve Spojenych statech, kde jsem v té dobé Zil, nastala panika,
strach, ze Amerika je v oblasti védy a technologie pozadu. TakZe zalozili zvlast-
ni program, do néhoz jsem byl vybran. Zakladni a stfedni $kolou jsem proSel
s 20 neobycéejnymi lidmi. Naucili jsme se rlizné (a pozdéji se ukézalo, Ze velmi
uzite¢né) dovednosti v oblasti studia, rychloéteni a ano, i psani v§emi deseti.
V té dobé jsme si nemysleli, Ze se nam to nékdy bude hodit, ale dnes, v éfe
pocitact, busim do klavesnice celé dny. Tato formativni Iéta mé jednoznaéné
nasmérovala k matematice a védé viibec. Bakalarské studium jsem absolvoval
na Alma College, malé vysoké skole svobodnych uméni, kde se kladl diraz na
vyuku. Pozdéji se mé lidé Casto ptali, kde se mi dostalo tak skvélé prapravy. To
ale vice vypovida o vyuce a vedeni, kterého se mi dostalo, nez o mné. Mél jsem
to Stésti, Ze magisterské a doktorské studium jsem absolvoval na Michigan
State University, kde jsem studoval tehdy celosvétove nejlepsi studijni program
limnologie a pracoval jsem na hmotnostni spektrometrii. Hned po promoci mé
Eugene P. Odum, ktery je povazovan za otce ekologie, pfijal jako odborného
asistenta na univerzitu v Georgii. Byli to mi profesofi, ktefi ze mé udélali védce
a ucence, jimz jsem se mél pozdéji stat. Vynikajici podporu méam i od kanad-
ské vlady. V roce 2003 mi pfedseda vlady udélil titul Canada Research Chair.
VIdda mi postavila novou budovu, naplnila ji pfistroji a technologiemi svétové
tfidy a dala mi svobodu tvofit. A ja jsem nasledné pfilakal jedny z nejlepSich
studentu a postdoktorandt z celého svéta, aby mi pomohli v Severni Americe
vystavét novy vyukovy a vyzkumny program Environmentalni toxikologie a che-
mie, jeden z nejsilngj8ich studijnich program v tomto oboru na svété.

Kruh se uzavird u Masarykovy univerzity. Povim vam, co mé k této skvélé
instituci pfivedlo. Pfed né&jakymi 30 lety jsem byl hostujicim profesorem u pro-
fesora Hutzingera v némeckém Bayreuthu. Tam jsem mél to §tésti poznat lva-
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na Holoubka, ktery zrovna za¢inal na Masarykové univerzité budovat centrum
RECETOX, a spratelit se s nim. Centrum tehdy sidlilo ve staré primyslové bu-
dové u feky, kde byly jesté vidét vale¢né Skody. Seznamil jsem se tam pozdéji
i s Janou Klanovou, aniz bych tusil, Ze Jana byla nejen zaroveri se mnou na
Michigan State University, ale Ze se z nas jednoho dne stanou kolegové a bu-
deme spolecné rozvijet nové programy na Masarykové univerzité. lvan mél
v planu posilat na Michigan State mladé talentované studenty, aby zde praco-
vali na svém dokroratu a prenesli na Masarykovu univerzitu nové technologie,
se kterymi se tam seznamili. Néktefi z nich, jako napfiklad Klara Hilscherov4,
byli tak dobfi, Ze se pak vraceli jako postdoktorandi nebo hostujici profesofi
a spolupracuji s nami nepretrzité uz témér 30 let. Na takovych zékladech se
stavél program environmentalnich studii na Masarykoveé univerzité. Jakmile se
program etabloval, vycestovali nejprve do Michiganu a pozdéji i na univerzitu
v Saskatchewanu dal$i mladi vyzkumnici centra, jako Ludék Blaha. Na Masa-
rykovu univerzitu naopak ze Saskatchewanu pfiSel nas byvaly student Kevin
White nebo postdok Garry Codling. Soucasny statut a kvalitu vzdélavani na
Masarykové univerzité nejlépe vystihuje fakt, Ze Garry se pred par dny vratil na
dva roky do mé laboratofre fesit spole¢ny projekt Marie Curie. Dal$i serendipita
nebo také odvaha dat $anci neznamym studentdim z nové se rozvijejici insti-
tuce ve vychodni Evropé. Shoda Stastnych nahod a odvaha na obou stranach
tak vyustily v nddhernou spolupraci.

Meél jsem to Stésti se do Brna je$té mnohokréat vréatit a sledovat vyvoj mésta
v pfekrasnou metropoli a Masarykovy univerzity ve svétovou instituci, zejména
v mné blizkém oboru environmentalnich studii. Bylo mi potéSenim nejen tento
neuvéfitelny rozkvét univerzity sledovat, ale pfimo se ho Géastnit. A mizu vam
fict, Ze jakkoli v tom, jak se ma kariéra rozvijela, hréla roli Stastna ndhoda, byl
jsem predevsim ochoten riskovat a spojit se s nejlepSimi intelektudly z celého
svéta v raném stadiu jejich rozvoje, véetné téch z Masarykovy univerzity.

TakzZe tak néjak se kluk narozeny ve stinu ocelaren v Youngstownu v Ohiu
dostal k Eestnému doktoratu Masarykovy univerzity. Jsem na tuto instituci a na
své spojeni s ni hrdy. Dostat Masarykovu univerzitu tam, kde dnes je, vyza-
dovalo vizi, zdroje a pracovitost. Nyni vstupujeme do dal$i faze. Jak se bude
univerzita dale rozvijet, budeme ¢&elit vyzvé udrzet stavajici programy, coz je
kolikrat t&€z8i nez je zakladat. Myslim, Ze mame dobrou pozici na to, abychom
nadale excelovali ve vyzkumu a vzdélavani, abychom byli evropskym lidrem
a slouzili lidem po celém svété. K tomu je dulezita dobra infrastruktura, ale in-
stituci tvofi pfedevsim jeji lidé. Investujme do mladych talentd, povzbuzujme je
a podporujme a oni uz zvladnou ten zbytek. Masarykova univerzita se tési dob-
ré reputaci a v budoucnu bude dale vzkvétat. Dékuji vam véem za vasi podporu,
za prilezitosti byt u zrani jedné svétové instituce i za toto neuvéfitelné uznani.
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SLAUNOSTNI SLIB

Vazeny pane, dfive nez VAm udélim hodnost, kterou
jsme se rozhodli ocenit Vase mimoradné védecké
zasluhy a vynikajici schopnosti, je tfeba zachovat
starobyly zvyk, ktery od téch, jimz ma byt udélena
akademicka hodnost, vyZzaduje, aby slozili slavnostni slib.

Vazeny pane, protoze jste se zaslouzil o rozkvét
této univerzity a dal jste ostatnim pfiklad hodny
napodobeni, zZddam Vas pouze o to, abyste slibil:

Predevsim, Ze této univerzité, ktera nese dlstojné
jméno Masarykovo, trvale zachovate vérnost

a pratelstvi a Ze ji podle svych sil budete podporovat.

Dale pak, ze budete neustéale dbat o rozvoj lidského

poznani, aby se §ifila pravda a aby jeji svétlo zéafilo jasnéji.

A konecné, Ze takovy, jakym jste se ukazal byt,
budete stéle. Zavazujete se k tomu a slibujete to
na své dobré svédomi?

ZAVAZUJT SE A SLIBUJI.

Poté, co jsem s vdéénosti pfijal tento Vas slib, ja, radné
ustanoveny promotor, z moci svého Ufadu Vés,

JOHNE PAULE GIESY,
JMENUJT CESTNYM DOKTOREM
ENVIRONMENTALNICH VED,

Vas$e jmenovani verejné vyhlasuji a udéluji Vam
v8echna prava a vysady, jez jsou s touto hodnosti
spjaty. Na diikaz toho VAm do rukou pfedavam tento
diplom s pedeti Masarykovy univerzity a dekoruiji
Vas zlatou pamétni medaili této univerzity.

SLAVNOSTHT SLIB
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JOHN PAUL GIESY

Born on August 9, 1948 in Youngstown, Ohio, USA.
MAIN RESEARCH AREAS

Ecology; Ecotoxicology; Aquatic and Wildlife Toxicology; Environmental
analytical chemistry of organic compounds; Environmental Chemistry;
Simulation models of environmental fates of trace substances; Biochemical
& molecular toxicology (Biomarkers); Ecological risk assessment;
Agricultural Chemicals; Endocrine modulating compounds.

EDUCATION

1974 Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan (Ph.D.)
1971 Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan (M.S.)
1970 Alma College, Alma Michigan (B.S.)

POSITIONS HELD

Since 2015 Visiting Professor, Graduate Faculty of Baylor
University, Waco, Texas, USA

Since 2014 Distinguished Professor of Science, Hong Kong
Baptist University, Hong Kong, China

Since 2013 Honorary Professor, State Key Laboratory of Environmental
Criteria and Risk Assessment, Chinese Research
Academy of Environmental Sciences, Beijing, China

2010-2012 Distinguished Honorary Professor, King Saud
University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Since 2010 Distinguished Visiting Professor, School of Biological
Sciences, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China

Since 2008 Guest Professor, State Key Laboratory of Marine
Environmental Science, Xiamen University, Xiamen, China

Since 2007 Emeritus Distinguished Professor of Zoology, Michigan
State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA

Since 2006 Professor of Zoology Emeritus, Michigan State
University, Lansing, Michigan, USA

Since 2006 Canada Research chair in Environmental Toxicology,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada

Since 2006 Professor, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada

Since 2006 Professor, Toxicology Program, University
of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada

Since 2003 Concurrent Professor, Nanjing University, Nanjing, China

2004-2007 Visiting Professor, National Institute of Advanced Industrial
Science and Technology, Institute for Environmental
Management Technology (EMTECH), Japan
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2003-2015 Chair Professor at Large, Department of Biology and
Chemistry, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China
1997-2006 Distinguished Professor of Zoology, Professor of Veterinary
Medicine, Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1993-1997 Distinguished Professor of Fisheries and Wildlife;
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1989-1990 Visiting Scientist, Italian Hydrobiological Institute,
Italian National Research Council, Pallanza, Italy
1987-1988 Visiting Professor, Chair of Ecological Chemistry and
Geochemistry, University of Bayreuth, Bayreuth, Germany
1985-1993 Professor of Fisheries and Wildlife, Michigan
State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1981-1997 Coordinator Researches, Pesticide Research Center,
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1981-1985 Associate Professor of Fisheries and Wildlife, Michigan
State University, Lansing, Michigan, USA
1979-1981 Program Manager, Aquatic Ecology, Savannah River
Ecology Laboratory, Jackson, South Carolina, USA
1980-1981 Associate Professor, Zoology, University
of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, USA
1980-1981 Associate Research Ecologist, Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory, Jackson, South Carolina, USA
1974-1980 Assistant Professor, Zoology, University of Georgia,
Athens, Georgia, USA
1974-1980 Assistant Research Ecologist, Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory, Jackson, South Carolina, USA

AWARDS AND HONORS RECEIVED (SELECTED)

2016 University of Saskatchewan Distinguished Researcher Award
2013 Building Award, Society of Environmental
Toxicology and Chemistry Capacity
2013 J. W. George Ivany Internationalization Award
2013 Miroslaw Romanowski Medal of the Royal Society
of Canada, University of Saskatchewan
2012 SCOPE-Zhongyu Environmental Sciences
Life Achievements Award
2010 Member of Academy of Sciences, Royal Society

of Canada, Division of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric
Sciences, Discipline of Earth Sciences

2009 Einstein Professorship Award, Chinese Academy of Sciences
2003 Sir E. W. Russell Award in the Sciences,
the British Soil Science Society
1996 Distinguished Alumni Award from Alma College
1995 SETAC Founders Award, the Society
of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
1994 QUINTESSENCE Award: Excellence in

Environmental Contamination & Toxicology
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1994

1993, 2001

1992

1990

1989
1989

Vollenweider Medal for Aquatic Sciences, National

Water Research Institute of Canada

International Man of the Year in Environmental Toxicology,
International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, United Kingdom
Willard F. Shephard Award, Michigan Water

Pollution Control Association

CIBA GEIGY Agricultural Recognition

Award in Environmental Science

Chevron Distinguished Lecture Award

Sigma Xi Junior Investigator Research Award,

Michigan State University Chapter

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES

2017-2020

Since 2016

2012-2015

2011-2013

Since 2010
2008-2014

2004-2009

2004-2008

2004-2007

1997-2004

1996-1999

1994-1997

Since 1992

1984-2006

1974-2006

Member, Chemical Management Plan Science
Committee, Health Canada Advisorships, Canada

Chair, International Scientific Board / Advisory
Committee for Large Infrastructure Program,

RECETOX, Faculty of Science, Masaryk University
Member, the Biological Systems and Functions
Evaluation Group, Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada, Canada

Academic Committee Member, State Key Laboratory in
Marine Pollution, City University of Hong Kong, China
Fellow, Royal Society of Canada

Charter member, Executive Committee, Science Advisory
Board, US Environmental Protection Agency, USA
Member, Chair of subcommittees, Board of Scientific
Counselors, US Environmental Protection Agency, USA
Advisor, Network on Environmental Risk Assessment and
Management, Australian Research Council, Australia
Advisor, Scientific Advisory Panel of the

Environment Agency, United Kingdom

Member and Chairperson, National Institutes

of Medicine and Natural Research Council

Panels, National Academy of Science, USA

Advisor, World Health Organization

President of the Alumni Organization and a member of the board
of Directors, Alma College, Michigan State University, USA
Member, Board of Directors, Foundation for Environmental
Education, Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
Member, Boards of Directors, International Association
for Sediment and Water Science, International
Association of Great Lakes Research, USA

Member and President, Michigan State University
chapter of Sigma Xi the Research Society, USA

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 21



EDITORIAL BOARDS

Chemosphere, Environmental Toxicology and Risk Assessment section (1999-
201, editor), Environmental Toxicology and Pharmacology (since 2006, Edito-
rial Board), J. Environmental Science Research, Chinese Research Academy
of Science (since 2015, editor in chief), Ecosystem Health and Sustainability,
Ecological Society of China (since 2013, Editorial Board), Environmental Rese-
arch (since 2014, Editorial Board)

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
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LAUDATIO

Tomas Kasparovsky

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Please allow me to introduce Professor John Paul Giesy, a world leading envi-
ronmental toxicologist.

John P. Giesy was born in 1948 in Ohio, USA, but lived most of his life in the
state of Michigan. He attended Alma College in Michigan and continued at the
Michigan State University where he obtained Doctor of Philosophy Degree in
Limnology in 1974. After three decades of successful career at the Michigan
State University, he moved to Canada in 2006 where he is currently Professor
and Canada Research Chair in Environmental Toxicology at the Department
of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences and Toxicology Centre at the University of
Saskatchewan.

He is an excellent environmental toxicologist with interests in many as-
pects of this field, including both the fates and effects of potentially toxic com-
pounds and elements, particularly in the area of ecological risk assessment,
aquatic toxicology, wildlife and avian toxicology. Professor Giesy has become
world-famous for his wildlife toxicology studies, particularly in the area of en-
docrine modulating compounds. In addition to his work as an ecologist and
biochemical toxicologist he is a world-class environmental chemist who dis-
covered the phenomenon of photo-enhanced toxicity of organic compounds,
such as polyaromatic hydrocarbons. He was the first to identify perfluorinated
compounds as an important new class of environmental contaminants.

He conducts research of the highest caliber and publishes the results
of those studies in the world's most reputable journals. He is one of the
world’s most productive authors, with more than 1,200 peer reviewed works,
and the most cited author in the world in the combined fields of Ecology and
Environmental Sciences with an Hirsch index of 120. He has been elected
a fellow of the National Academy of Science in Canada and a fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada. Professor Giesy received all of Canada’s most prestigious
awards in environmental sciences and was named the No. 1 Environmental
Scientist in Canada by The Globe and Mail.

Through his exceptional scientific work and commitment to promoting
positive and tangible changes, he has also made tremendous contributions
towards improving our environment. His research, for which he has received
more than $ 200 million in funding over 40 years, have significantly influenced
industry practices and government policies related to the broad discipline of
environmental toxicology.

However, Professor Giesy is also an excellent teacher and mentor not
only supporting the development of individual careers of young scientists but
developing international partnerships and advising research institutions, uni-
versities, and governments worldwide on development of the research and
education strategies. He has a long-term collaboration with multiple universi-
ties in North America, Europe and Asia, and acts as Ambassador of University
of Saskatchewan to China.

LAUDATIO 25



His collaboration with Masaryk University was established more than 30
years ago and during this period, he significantly contributed to development
of the RECETOX Centre at the Faculty of Science of Masaryk University as the
only research institution in the Czech Republic pursuing the interdisciplinary
research in the area of environmental health sciences in its full complexity. He
supported research and training activities by collaborating in preparation of
the joint projects and grant applications for Fulbright and Marie Sklodowska
Curie Fellowships, hosting long- and short-term secondments of the Masaryk
University scientists both in US and Canada, advertising the Masaryk University
open positions and increasing mobility of international researchers towards
our university. This resulted in a long list of successful collaborative projects
and publications in the high-profile journals. This collaboration was further en-
hanced since 2015 when Professor Giesy became a chair of the International
Scientific Advisory Board of the RECETOX Centre. He contributed to develop-
ment of the strategic research agenda, education curricula and international
partnerships.

In the last two years, the International Scientific Advisory Board chaired
by Professor Giesy supported development of two innovative study programs
at the Faculty of Science which were successfully accredited in 2018 (there
are currently more than a hundred students enrolled in these programs at the
bachelor, master and Ph.D. levels). The advisory panel provided invaluable ad-
vice during the preparatory phases of several European projects coordinated
by MU (namely Horizon 2020 Teaming, Twinning and ERA Chair projects)
which recently attracted to Masaryk University more than 30 million euro. Last
but not least, his advice has significantly contributed to building an efficient
management structure, internal system for development of human resources,
and overall working culture.

By conferring its highest award, an honorary doctorate, on Professor Giesy,
Masaryk University recognizes his lifelong work as a researcher, educator and
advisor, but also as one who has not only already made a significant contribu-
tion to development of environmental sciences at the Faculty of Science but
continues to contribute to development of the research culture, spreading the
excellence and a good name of Masaryk University worldwide.
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SPEECH
John Paul Giesy

Dear Ladies and Gentleman,

I am extremely pleased to receive an honorary doctorate from Masaryk Univer-
sity. Doctor Honoris Causa is the highest academic title, awarded to individu-
als, who have excelled during their careers; | have never thought of myself in
such terms. | was just a kid, born in Youngstown, Ohio who could not decide
whether he liked Chemistry of Biology better. From an early age, | was a biblio-
phile and loved books and learning so read incessantly. Each birthday my father
would give me about 25 books on all subjects, fiction and nonfiction. When
| was not reading, | was outside poking around in ponds. | have had a lifelong
love of fish and angling. When my father gave me an old microscope, from the
first time | looked at a drop of water, | was captivated. | was also greatly influen-
ced by the first “Earth Day” in 1970, when | was just leaving undergraduate
school and contemplating what | would do with my life. Now | am a Forensic
Environmental Chemist and Ecotoxicologist who studies sources, fates and
effects of chemicals in the environment. | work on socially-relevant issues in
a student-based program of research. Over the years | have been fortunate to
be instrumental in discovering phenomena such as the widespread occurren-
ce of per- and poly-fluorinated chemicals in the environment, which has resul-
ted in more than 87 chemicals now being listed for virtual elimination globally,
on the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. | was also the
first to observe and then describe the phenomenon of photo-enhanced toxicity
in surface waters. | always wanted to be a member of the National Academy of
Science, which was achieved in 2010.

I strongly believe that it is the people in one’s life that are most important.
They need to be nurturing and supportive, but also unafraid to challenge young
scientists. | have been fortunate over the last 50 years to have been associated
with some incredible people, some of whom are at Masaryk University, who
have served a role models and mentors.

First of all my father who was a college professor and had me frequenting
universities from the age of five. My mentor as an undergraduate was Professor
Arlan Edgar, who was a world-class arachnologist, but dedicated his life to
mentoring students, like me. He gave me my first opportunity to do research
as a National Science Foundation Fellow, which resulted in the first of my more
than 1,240 publications. Another fortunate association has been my wonderful
wife Susan, who has been my partner in all aspects of my life. She is here today,
supporting me as she always does. She was always encouraging me and will-
ing to take chances, like moving to South Carolina for my first faculty position
at the National Laboratory and the University of Georgia, then to Germany so
| could be a Fulbright Fellow and study with Professor Otto Hutzinger. Susan
also moved with me to Hong Kong for a year so | could launch what has been
a 20 year odyssey in China, which led me to some of the most diligent and
brilliant minds. Then there is my daughter Emily who, as she was growing up,
sacrificed so that | could have the career that | have had. She is also here with
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her husband Dan. My wonderful sister Wendy and her husband Wayne are also
here. | have to mention the hundreds and hundreds of undergraduate and grad-
uate students, post-doctoral fellows, technicians and visiting scientists with
whom | have had the honor to work. It is really they who had the courage to try
new and crazy ideas that | have had and see them through to fruition. Without
them, | could not have accomplished anything and today, | want to honor them
with the symbolism of this recognition. Many of them have gone on to be global
leaders in Environmental Sciences and | am very proud of all of them. In fact,
four of them are now here in Brno at Masaryk University.

People often ask me what is the “secret” to having a successful career,
but I do not think there is any secret. There are traits that can contribute to suc-
cess, but there is also no single trait, but rather a constellation of traits ranging
from honesty and integrity to diligence and persistence, which are two of my
greatest attributes. | just work harder and longer than most other people. The
life of a research scientist is almost monastic; Science is not a vocation, but
rather a way of life. Scientist is not what one does for a vocation, but what one
is. One simply must be willing to put in the effort and never stop learning. In
my life | have been fortunate to be excited to see what new opportunities and
knowledge each day will bring.

There is also a lot of serendipity. Life and careers are stochastic and to
me one of the secrets is to recognize opportunities, when they come and have
the courage to act on them and to try new things. The path that led me to today
was punctuated by a series of such serendipitous events. Early in life, | was
pulled out of the normal elementary school and put into a “special class”. You
see, it was 1957 and the Soviet Union had just put a satellite, Sputnik, into
orbit. There was panic in the United States, where | was living at the time,
because of fear that America was falling behind in science and technology.
Therefore, they instituted the program in which | was selected to participate.
| went through elementary, junior and senior high school with 20 of the most
extraordinary people. We learned a variety of what would prove to be useful
skills for studying and learning and how to read rapidly, and yes, to “touch
type”. At the time | did not think that would be very useful, but now, in the age
of computers, | spend all day banging on a keyboard. Those formative years
set me on a single-minded path of math and science. | attended a small liber-
al arts college, Alma College where the emphasis was on teaching. Later in
graduate school people would ask me where | got such a great training. | think
that it says more about the mentorship and training | got than it says about me.
| was fortunate to have attended Michigan State University for my graduate
degrees, where | was part of the strongest program in limnology in the world at
that time and worked with luminaries in mass spectrometry. Upon graduation,
| was hired as an assistant professor by Eugene P. Odum at the university of
Georgia, who is considered the father of Ecology. Those professors molded
me into the scientist and scholar | would later become. Currently, | continue
to have outstanding support from the government of Canada. In 2003, | was
appointed by the Prime Minister as a Canada Research Chair. The government
built me a building and filled it with world-class instruments and then gave me
the freedom to create. Subsequently, | have attracted some of the world's best
students and post docs to help develop the premier teaching and research
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program in Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry in North America and
one of the leading programs in the world.

Now we come full circle to Masaryk University and what brought me to
this great institution. Some 30 years ago, when | was a visiting professor with
Professor Hutzinger in Bayreuth, Germany, | had the good fortune to meet
and become friends with Ilvan Holoubek, who was just starting RECETOX
at Masaryk University. In those days, the fledgling institute was in an old,
industrial building by the river where damage from the war was still in evi-
dence. | met Jana Klanova, but little did | know at the time that Jana was also
at Michigan State University when | was there and that one day we would
become colleagues and work closely on development of programs at Masaryk
University. Part of Ivan’s plan was to send young, talented students to Michigan
State University to learn technologies that could be transferred to Masaryk
University and obtain Ph.Ds. Some, like Klara Hilscherova were so good that
they came again as postdocs and visiting professors and have been constant
collaborators for almost 30 years and were the “foundation” on which the
Environmental Sciences program at Masaryk University was built. Once es-
tablished others like Ludek Blaha followed as post docs, then other young
RECETOX researchers followed, first to Michigan, then later to Saskatchewan.
| have also sent a former student, Kevin White and a former post doc Garry
Codling to Masaryk University. | might mention as an example of the stature
and quality of training and research at Masaryk University that Garry has re-
turned to my lab for two years as a Marie Currie Fellow. Serendipity again, but
also | had the courage to take a chance on these unknown students from an
upstart institution in Eastern Europe. Serendipity and courage on both sides
has resulted in a beautiful collaboration.

I have had the pleasure of returning many times to Brno and watching the
development of the city and Masaryk University into a beautiful city and world-
-class institution, especially in the field of Environmental Science, which is my
field. It has been my pleasure to not only watch, but participate in this incredible
blossoming of this university. So, what | can tell you is that while serendipity
does certainly play a role in how my career has unfolded, | have also been
willing to take a chance to associate with top quality intellectuals from all over
the world, including Masaryk University, when it was still early in its develop-
ment. That is how a kid born in the shadows of the steel mills of Youngstown,
Ohio, ends up getting an honorary doctorate from Masaryk University. | am
proud of this institution and my association with it. To build Masaryk University
to where it is today has taken vision, resources and diligence. Now we are
entering a new phase. While there will be continued growth, the challenge
now is to sustain programs, which is often much more difficult than growing
an institution. | think we are positioned to continue to excel in research and
education and be a leader in Europe and serve the people of the world. While
the physical plant of the university is important, for me the people make an
institution. Invest in young talents and encourage and support them and they
will do the rest. The reputation of Masaryk University is good, but will only
increase in the future. Thank you all for your support and the opportunities to
participate in the maturation of a world-class institution and thank you for this
incredible recognition.
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SOLEMN OATH

Distinguished sir, before | confer upon you this title
in appreciation of your extraordinary scientific merits
and exceptional competences, we must observe

the ancient custom which requires those about

to be presented with this academic title to take

a solemn oath.

Distinguished sir, because you have contributed
to the development of our university and provided
others with an example worthy of following,

| hereby ask you to swear:

First of all, that you shall forever maintain your
allegiance to this university, which bears the illustrious
name of Masaryk, forever keep your friendship

and continue to support it with all your strength.

Moreover, that you shall continue to cultivate the
development of human knowledge so that its light
shines ever brighter. And finally, that you shall
remain in the future as you are now, unchanging.

Do you swear and promise
to do so to the best of your knowledge and belief?

I SWEAR AND I PROMISE.

Now that | have gratefully received your solemn oath,
I, the duly constituted promoter, by the authority
bestowed upon me, proclaim you,

JOHN PAUL GIESY,
HONORARY DOCTOR
OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES.

| hereby publicly declare your appointment and grant
you the rights and privileges associated with this title.
As proof, | present you with this diploma, bearing the
seal of Masaryk University, and confer upon you the
Gold Medal of this university.

SOLEWN OATH
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