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The work is‘as a solid survey of the researches accumulated over time in the context of the
redundant multidisciplinary scientific literature on the forms. functions, symbolic and
historical, socio-cultural and political values of Carnival in European societies. The topic of the
Thesis is high relevant for the etno-anthropological academic field and is formulated in a clear,
thoughtful and easily understandable, though not simplistic way.
Testa condenses here - as also emerges from his bibliography and from his intellectual and
research biography - the over ten-year commitment on the topic that has allowed him, between
opportunities for ethnographic study, comparative experiences and theoretical-methodological
deepening. to accumulate a detailed knowledge of theories of Carnival produced in the past
decades. but also the set of theoretical frameworks and critical devices developed by European
demo-ethno-anthropological studies, providing a high-level analysis of different background
debates and issues implied in the topic.
His Italian training allows him, among other things, to open his gaze to a scientific and critical
literature perhaps less known than the history of European and North American studies on
folklore, cultures and popular traditions: that "outlook from the South, which for a long time
has framed the relationships between popular forms of expression and erudite knowledge in
terms of “internal asymmetries in cultural levels”, as the [talian anthropologist Alberto Mario
Cirese defined them.
In this way, Testa accurately and critically traces the genesis of the debate on folklore in
southern Europe and in particular in Italy, starting from the Gramscian theory of the opposition
between hegemonic and subordinate cultures, favoring a dynamic interpretation of cultural
processes and the persistence of traditional cultural forms in change. This is how the processes
of cultural e)‘(char}ge !)etween 'high' and 'low' come to be framed in the dynamics of circulation
z(;gclj] r;funcuonahzauon of cultural content and practices in the popular sphere and vice versa
In chapter 2, “A Critical Model o_f European Carnival”, Testa questions whether there is a
popular Carnival model .and how this category of “carnival” was formed. Taking up Bachktin's
B e A o s T ke M e
¢ _ _ n the first chapter. Moreover, he discusses the
oppositional dichotomy productive / unproductive, sacred time / lost time along which th
partition has historically been f:onstructed between an institutionalization of ﬁopular anfi
peasant cultures and the progressive or subversive forces of peripheral and / or marginal groups.






