




the rural community to individua} and nucleated workshops of attached or independent potters 

with more specialized and standardized production intended for the urban market. A part of the 

chapter is devoted to the issue of the distribution and exchange of ceramics, where all 

possibilities of circulation of pottery are mentioned and discussed - tributary or free-market 

exchange, barter trade, or social exchange. An ample space is dedicated to the issues of changes 

and innovations in ceramic production. Instead of the traditional diffusion model caused by 

colonisation and migration/mobility of inhabitants, the model of acculturation and transfer of 

innovation in a "leap" manner - the so-called impedance model, according to C. Orton, is more 

preferred. This chapter also discusses the economic and social status of potters and the relation 

ofpottery with ether objects from ether materials (glass, wood, metal). The contrasting pattems 

in consumption of ceramics between urban and rural households are also shown. Pottery under 

the paradigmatic influence (actor-network theory, relational archaeology) is considered as an 

object that also allows the study of social relations, as the use of ceramic in everyday practise 

( e.g. cooking, serving, drinking) helped maintain contacts between individuals, on a community 

level, or different social groups. For this reason, the emphasis is placed on the study of social 

identity, habitus, and gender, which emerge through social practise. The last chapters 

demonstrate ether secondary functions of pottery and non-verba! symbolic interpretation of 

pottery. 

The methodological and theoretical part of the book is followed by four practical and 

methodological excursions, which are focused on methods of documentation ( drawing, 

photographic, three-dimensional), conservation-restoration of vessels, ceramic petrography, 

and experimental archaeology. 
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