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LAUDATIO
JiFi Spalek

Vazeni hosté, damy a panové,

dovolte mi predstavit Chrise Nashe, profesora dopravni ekonomie na Institutu
dopravnich studii Univerzity v Leedsu.

Profesor Nash je jednim z nejuznavanéjsich svétovych odbornikd v oboru
dopravni ekonomie. Jeho védecké prace dlouhodobé udavaly smér vyzkumu,
a Chris Nash je tak jednim z nejcitovanéjsich dopravnich ekonomd. Odborna
reputace profesora Nashe se odrazi nejenom v jeho Uspésné akademické ka-
riéfe, ale také v jeho poradenské ¢innosti pro verejnou sféru — Chris Nash pu-
sobil jako odborny poradce parlamentu Spojeného kralovstvi, Evropské komise
a Evropské skupiny ministrii dopravy. Doktorandi, které profesor Nash ved|,
pusobi ve vyznamnych akademickych i korporatnich pozicich v institucich po
celém svété. Chris Nash spojil celou svoji profesni drahu s Univerzitou v Leed-
su, kde byl viidéi osobou na Institutu dopravnich studii.

Profesor Nash b&hem své dlouhé akademické kariéry zasadné ovlivnil
vyvoj celé fady témat v oblasti dopravni ekonomie a jeho publikace ¢asto pred-
stavovaly vyznamné posuny oboru. Je mozné zminit alespon tfi oblasti, které
spoluutvérel.

Prvnim tématem byla debata o optimalni struktufe Zelezni¢niho odvétvi.
Britska Zelezni¢ni reforma devadesatych let dvacatého stoleti byla snad nej-
pro zkoumani odli§nych typl struktur a pobidek v dopravnim odvétvi. Profesor
Nash se vyrazné angazoval v pfipravnych diskusich ohledné optimalni podoby
reformy a nasledné se stal vyznamnym odbornikem na jeji vyhodnocovani.

Druhou oblasti je ekonomie vysokorychlostnich trati. Chris Nash disledné
poukazoval na to, za jakych ekonomickych podminek dava vystavba vysoko-
rychlostnich trati smysl a kdy je jejich vystavba pouhym plytvanim zdroji daro-
vych poplatnikd. V kontextu Geskych redlii je vhodné pfipomenout jeho tezi, ze
je obtizné ekonomicky obhajovat smysluplnost vysokorychlostnich trati, které
nejsou schopny vygenerovat poptavku alespori 10 milion{ cestujicich ro¢né.

Treti oblasti, kde Chris Nash ovlivnil vyvoj oboru, byla podoba evropské
zelezniéni reformy v poslednich tficeti letech. Profesor Nash pfispél k feSeni
dvou zakladnich otazek reformy - jaka je optimalni vertikalni struktura odvétvi
a jakym zpUsobem je vhodné zavadét konkurenci do tohoto odvétvi. Pravé pfi
feSenitéchto otazek se protnuly vyzkumné zajmy profesora Nashe a vyzkumné
skupiny na Ekonomicko-spravni fakulté Masarykovy univerzity a vznikla plodna
vyzkumna spolupréace.

Kontakt s Masarykovou univerzitou navazal Chris Nash v roce 2015, kdy
se zUc&astnil kulatého stolu, ktery byl na ekonomicko-spravni fakulté poradan
na téma zavadéni konkurence na trhu Zelezni¢nich dopravnich sluzeb. Od té
doby profesor Nash trvale spolupracuje s ekonomicko-spravni fakultou a podili
se na jejim rozvoji. Ve spolupraci profesora Nashe a vyzkumné skupiny doprav-
ni ekonomie na Masarykové univerzité byly v letech 2016-2022 zorganizovany
Ctyfi mezinarodni konference a pét mezinarodnich workshopu. Povést a erudice
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profesora Nashe napomohly k G&asti Spi¢kovych osobnosti z oblasti dopravni
ekonomie na téchto akcich. Spoluprace s profesorem Nashem sehrala vyznam-
nou roli pfi ziskani projektu Nova mobilita zaméfeného na analyzu pfinost a rizik
budovani vysokorychlostnich zelezni¢nich trati. Profesor Nash plsobi v tomto
projektu jako pfedseda panelu zahraniénich expert(, ktery monitoruje vyzkumny
postup projektu a formuluje doporuceni pro dalsi postup vyzkumné &innosti.
Nelze opomenout i Chrisovu zalibu v turistice, ktera pfispéla k tomu, Ze nejlepsi
spole¢né napady vznikly pfi prochazkach na yorkshirskych viesovistich &i v okoli
brnénské prehrady.

Profesor Chris Nash ovlivnil nékolik generaci dopravnich ekonom?
a v jeho dlouhé kariéfe se najde pouze malo témat v dopravni ekonomii, kte-
rym by se nevénoval. Jeho celozivotni specializaci a laskou se stala dopravni
ekonomie, ve které jsou jeho pfinosy nesporné. Dnedni ocenéni je uznanim
nejenom celozivotniho dila profesora Nashe, ale i ocenénim jeho spoluprace
s Masarykovou univerzitou a ekonomicko-spravni fakultou.
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PROSLOV
Christopher Alfred Nash

Drazi pratelé, kolegové, vazeni hosté,

jsem nesmirné vdéény za velkou poctu, kterou mi dnes tato univerzita proka-
zuje. M4 Uzka spoluprace s Masarykovou univerzitou, kde jsem jako hostujici
profesor pusobil na ekonomicko-spravni fakulté, zacala az ke konci mé kariéry,
ale je pro mé zdrojem nesmirného potéSeni a zadostiuc¢inéni.

KdyZ jsem rozjizdél svou kariéru, ekonomika dopravy v Britanii vzkvétala.
Skolitelem mého doktorského studia byl jeden z t&ch, ktefi za timto zrodem
stali — Ken Gwilliam. Ken mé neustéle povzbuzoval a byl skvélym zdrojem in-
spirace. Jednou z dovednosti, kterou jsem se od néj naugil, byla dulezitost
budovat vztahy s ostatnimi — networking. Diky tomuto mé& ¢lovék kontakty na
osoby, které mohou pomoci s vyhledanim jakékolivinformace, coz je obzvlasté
zasadni v oboru, ktery vyzaduje praci s readlnymi daty.

Moje prvni pracovni pozice byla na Southamptonské univerzité, kde mé
David Pearce, ktery jiz neni mezi nami, povzbudil k tomu, abych dikladné pre-
myslel o principech analyzy naklad( a uzitkd. Spolu jsme napsali knihu, ve
které jsme argumentovali, Ze na analyzu naklad( a uzitk( by se mélo nahlizet
optikou funkce spoleéenského blahobytu, jenz integrovala rovnost a efektivitu.
Kli¢ovym bodem bylo tvrzeni, Ze neexistuje Zzaddné bezrozmérné méfitko hod-
noty projektu a Ze aby projekt byl transparentni, metody a data maiji byt prezen-
tovany v neagregované podobé. Kdyz jsem pozdéji ve své kariéfe pracoval na
zelezni¢nich projektech, uvédomil jsem si dalsi mozna ocividny faktor — s ¢im
je projekt srovnavan, do znaéné miry ovliviiuje to, jestli se nam jevi jako dobry
zeleznice, nebot v tomto pripadé figuruje fada proménnych, napfiklad jestli je
nové vystavba vhodnéjsi nez modernizace stavajici traté &i rychlost, pro kterou
jsou nové traté stavény.

V roce 1974 jsem se vratil do Leedsu jako lektor Zelezni¢ni dopravy, coz
byl post sponzorovany britskymi statnimi drahami se specifickym ukolem pod-
porovat vyzkumné vazby mezi Zelezni¢nim pramyslem a akademickou sférou.
Vzdy jsem povazoval za nesmirné dlilezité pfi zkoumani néjakého odvétvi ugit
se od téch, ktefi v ném pusobi. Potésilo mé tedy, Ze jsem mél v Brné prilezitost
byt poradcem projektu Nova Mobilita, ktery mi umoznil budovat pravé takovéto
vazby i zde v Ceské republice.

Jednim z mych prvnich Gkol( jako lektora Zelezni¢ni dopravy bylo pripravit
zpravu srovnavajici efektivitu britskych statnich zeleznic s ostatnimi zeleznice-
mi v zadpadni Evropé. Nase metodologie byla zaloZzena na sbéru podrobnych
kli¢ovych ukazatel(, které byly dale podporeny rozhovory s pracovniky srov-
navanych Zeleznic. To mélo zajistit, Ze data budou srovnatelna a Ze rozumime
faktoriim, které za témito daty staly. Mnohem pozdéji, kdyz Evropska komise
zacala predkladat hlavni reformy k zavedeni konkurence v zelezni¢nim odvétvi,
bylo k pochopeni dopadu reforem nesmirné dalezité srovnavat efektivitu zelez-
nic, které tyto reformy implementovaly odli§nymi zpGsoby. To jiz byly vyvinuty
mnohem sofistikovanégj§i metody pro analyzu téchto dat a mél jsem to $tésti,
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Ze jsem mohl pracovat se specialisty na tyto metody, a to nejprve v Leedsu
a pozdéji v Brné.

Skuteénost, ze konkurenéni spole¢nosti sdileji stejnou zelezni¢ni do-
pravni cestu, vede k zvy$eni vyznamu problematiky stanovovani poplatk( za
pouziti dopravni infrastruktury. Nejde jen o to, Ze mechanismus zpoplatnéni
nesmi znevyhodnovat jedny Zelezni¢ni spole&nosti oproti jinym, aby byla hos-
podarska soutéz G€inna. Tam, kde tratové infrastruktura patfi nékomu jinému
nez spoleénosti, kterd provozuje vlaky, se poplatky za pfistup na trat stavaji
zakladnim zplsobem, jak poskytnout provozovatelim viakd spravné pobidky,
pokud jde o néklady, se kterymi se musi potykat provozovatel infrastruktury.
K praci na tomto ponékud téZce srozumitelnému tématu mé prived! projekt
pro Mezinarodni dopravni férum, ale pfilezitost v ném déal pokragovat jsem mél
prostfednictvim naslednych projektt pro Evropskou komisi, Regulaéni tufad
britské statni Zeleznice a Centrum pro regulaciv Evropé (Centre on Regulation
in Europe). Aby systém uréovani poplatkt za pfistup k trati byl G¢inny, musi pro-
vozovateltm vlakd poskytovat takové pobidky, aby zavedli do provozu kolejova
vozidla Setrné k infrastrukture a vyuzivali trasy a denni doby, u kterych nehrozi
pretizenim dopravni sité. BohuZel jen malo evropskych zemi méa systémy zpo-
platnéni pfistupu ke kolejim, které toto dostate¢né zajistuiji.

Zpoplatnéni pfistupu na trat je samozrejmé jen jednou aplikaci obecné
problematiky zpoplatnéni pouzivani dopravni infrastruktury a bylo mi velkym
potésenim koordinovat pro Evropskou komisi fadu velkych projektd na toto Sirsi
téma. Tyto projekty pomohly pfeménit oceriovanim meznich spoleéenskych
nakladt z uéebnicovych poucek na prakticky pristup k cenotvorbé dopravy, a to
s jasnym navodem, jak mezni spole&enské naklady méfit a co délat v pfipadé,
kdy z divodi rozpoétovych omezeni nebylo mozné zpoplatnéni ¢isté meznich
spolec¢enskych nakladd. Ja osobné jsem nesmirné tézil z pristupu k celoevrop-
skym zkuSenostem a odbornym znalostem, ktery mi tyto projekty poskytly, a je
mi velmi lito, Ze se Britanie nasledné rozhodla opustit Evropskou unii.

Musim se kratce zminit o jedné dal$i oblasti prace, ktera zacala v dobé,
kdy jsem byl lektorem britské statni Zeleznice, a to je prognézovani poptavky po
zelezni¢ni dopravé. V Leedsu jsme dali dohromady vynikajici tym, ktery vyresil
mnoho dulezitych problém. Napfiklad jsme fesili vliv pfestupt, nutnosti stat
a zpozdeéni jizdy na predpovéd poptavky po novych stanicich a sluzbach. Z této
prace jsem si vzal pouéeni, Ze neexistuje nic jako dokonaly model. Naopak je
potfeba byt pragmaticky a v zavislosti na okolnostech pouzivat celou $kalu
odlignych modeld a dat. Opét se jedna o problematiku, které se institut zde
v Brné ujal a které je v popredi novych problému véetné vyuzivani novych zdroju
dat, kterymi mohou byt napfiklad mobilni telefony.

V tomto kratkém proslovu jsem se snazil vyzdvihnout nékterad z ponauceni,
ktera jsem se béhem 50 let jako akademik naugil. Jedno z kli¢ovych ponauce-
ni je ddleZitost tymové spoluprace a mné samotnému neuvéfitelné pomohla
préace s vynikajicimi kolegy. Na zavér bych jim v§em chtél podékovat za to, co
mé naugili, a za pratelstvi, ktera mi poskytli. Mnoho lidi, se kterymi jsem v po-
slednich letech pracoval, byli zaméstnanci Masarykovy univerzity a preji jim
i univerzité mnoho Uspécht do budoucna.
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SLAUNOSTNI SLIB

Vazeny pane, dfive, nez vam udélim hodnost, kterou
jsme se rozhodli ocenit vase mimoradné védecké
zasluhy a vynikajici schopnosti, je tfeba zachovat
starobyly zvyk, ktery od téch, jimz ma byt udélena

akademicka hodnost, vyZzaduje, aby slozili slavnostni slib.

Vazeny pane, protoze jste se zaslouzil o rozkvét
této univerzity a dal jste ostatnim pfiklad hodny
napodobeni, zddam vas pouze o to, abyste slibil:

Predevsim, Ze této univerzité, ktera nese dlstojné
jméno Masarykovo, trvale zachovate vérnost

a pratelstvi a Ze ji podle svych sil budete podporovat.

Dale pak, ze budete neustéale dbat o rozvoj lidského

poznani, aby se §ifila pravda a aby jeji svétlo zéafilo jasnéji.

A konecné, Ze takovy, jakym jste se ukazal byt,
budete stéle. Zavazujete se k tomu a slibujete to
na své dobré svédomi?

ZAVAZUJT SE A SLIBUJI.

Poté, co jsem s vdéénosti pfijal tento vas slib, ja, fadné
ustanoveny promotor, z moci svého Gradu vas,

CHRISTOPHERE ALFREDE NASHI,
JMENUJT CESTNYM DOKTOREM
HOSPODARSKE POLITIKY.

Vase jmenovani vefejné vyhlasuji a udéluji vdam
v8echna prava a vysady, jez jsou s touto hodnosti
spjaty. Na diikaz toho vdm do rukou pfedavam tento
diplom s pedeti Masarykovy univerzity a dekoruiji
vas zlatou pamétni medaili této univerzity.

SLAVNOSTHT SLIB
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EDUCATION

1969-1974
1966-1969

Leeds University, Doctor of Transport Economics
Reading University, Bachelor of Economics, 1st Class Honours

POSITIONS HELD

since 2016

2012-2019

2018
since 2008

2011
2010

2006-2011
1989-2008

1975-1989

1971-1974

AWARDS

2019
1990

Visiting Professor and Chief Adviser of Institute

for Transport Economics, Geography and

Policy, Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia

Honorary Research Fellow, Centre on Regulation

in Europe (CERRE), Brussels, Belgium

Visiting Professor, Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy.
Research Professor, Institute for Transport

Studies, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK

Visiting Professor, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia
Visiting Professor, University of Gran

Canaria, Las Palmas, Gran Canaria

Visiting Professor, Molde University College, Molde, Norway
Professor of Transport Economics,

University of Leeds, Leeds, UK

British Rail Lecturer in Rail Transport,

University of Leeds, Leeds, UK

Lecturer in Economics, University of

Southampton, Southampton, UK

AND HONORS RECEIVED

The Silver Medal of Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Logistics
and Transport (FCILT), London, UK
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INVITED LECTURES (SELECTED)

2021

2018

2018

2017

2015

2014

2014

2013

2012

2010

2nd Florence Rail Regulation Conference, The
European Year of Rail - Modal Shift: The Moment of
Truth, Florence School of Regulation, Florence, Italy
Procurement design of local public transport services,
Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy

Rail Regulation conference, Florence School

of Regulation, Florence, Italy

Workshop on Financing in the Railway Sector,
University of Giessen, Giessen, Germany

Short course on railway reform in Europe, Minsitry

of Transport, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Efficiency in Railway Operations and Infrastructure
Management, International Transport Forum, Paris, France
Symposium on Railway Competitiveness Improvement,
Korea Transport Research Institute, Seoul, South Korea
The Economics of Investment in High Speed Rail,
International Transport Forum, New Delhi, India

Il Workshop on Transport Economics, Competition

and Regulation in Railways Fundacién de Estudios

de Economia Aplicada (FEDEA), Madrid, Spain
Competition in High Speed Rail, Union International
des Chemins de Fer, Beijing, China

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES (SELECTED)

2017-2020

since 2016

2014

2012-2015

2012-2013

2008-2009

1996-2007

1996-2007

1996-2007

16

Co-Chair of Advisory Board of the Italian

Transport Regulator, Turin, Italy

Member of the Scientific Committee of the Shift2rail
research programme, Brussels, Belgium

Member of the committee on Inter Urban Transport,
Transport Research Board, Washington, USA

Member of the HS2 Ltd Sub-National Economic

Impacts Advisory Panel, HS2 Ltd, London, United Kingdom
Advisor to the Australian Department of Infrastructure
and Transport, Canberra, Australia

Specialist Advisor to the European Union Committee

of the House of Lords, London, United Kingdom
Coordinator of a series of projects on transport pricing
funded by the European Commission - PETS (Pricing
Externalities in Transport Systems) UNITE (Unification of
Accounts and Marginal Costs for Transport Efficiency) and
GRACE (Generalisation of research on Accounts and Cost
Estimation), European Commission, Brussels, Belgium
Specialist Advisor to the Transport Committee of the
House of Commons, London, United Kingdom

Advisor to the European Commission High Level

Group on Transport Infrastructure Charging
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EDITORTIAL ACTIVITIES (SELECTED)

2013-2017 Associate Editor, Journal of Rail Transport
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LAUDATIO
JiFi Spalek

Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to introduce Chris Nash, Professor of Transport Economics at the
Institute for Transport Studies, University of Leeds.

Professor Nash is one of the world’s most-renowned experts in the field
of transport economics. For a long time, his scholarly work set the direction of
the research in the field and Chris Nash is thus one of the most cited transport
economists. Professor Nash’s reputation as a researcher is not only reflect-
ed in his successful academic career, but also in his work as a consultant
for various governing bodies; Chris Nash has acted as a specialist advisor
to the Parliament of the United Kingdom, the European Commission, and
the European Conference of Ministers of Transport. Furthermore, doctoral
students supervised by Professor Nash now hold important academic and
corporate positions at institutions around the world. Finally, it is also worth
to mention that Chris Nash has linked his entire career with the University of
Leeds, where he has been a leading figure at the Institute for Transport Studies.

Throughout his long academic career, Professor Nash has fundamentally
influenced the development of a wide range of topics in the field of transport
economics, and his publications often represented major shifts in the field.
| would like to mention at least three areas that he co-created.

The first area was the debate on the optimal structure of the railway sector.
The British railway reform of the 1990s was perhaps the most complex railway
reform in history and provided unique study material for examining different
types of structures and incentives in the transport industry. Professor Nash
was heavily involved in preparatory discussions regarding the optimal shape
of the reform and subsequently became a valued expert on its evaluation.

The second area is the economics of high-speed railway lines. Chris Nash
consistently pointed out the economic factors crucial for making high-speed
railways a sensible investment, and also clearly stated when building them is
merely a waste of taxpayer resources. In the context of the Czech Republic, it
is appropriate to remind us of his argument that from an economic standpoint,
high-speed railways cannot be successful unless they are able to generate
a demand of at least 10 million passengers per year.

The third area that was substantially influenced by Chris Nash was the
form of European railway reform in the last thirty years. Professor Nash con-
tributed to solving two basic questions of the reform —what the optimal vertical
structure of the industry is and how competition should be introduced into this
industry. Moreover, it was while Professor Nash was trying to solve these issues
that his research interests intersected with those of a research group at the
Faculty of Economics and Administration of Masaryk University, and a fruitful
research collaboration between the two was established as a result.

Chris Nash established the contact with Masaryk University in 2015,
when he participated in a round table held at the Faculty of Economics and
Administration on the topic of introducing competition in the provision of rail-
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way transport services. Since then, Professor Nash has been continuously
collaborating with the Faculty of Economics and Administration and has been
participating in its development. Thanks to the cooperation of Professor Nash
and the research group of transport economics at Masaryk University, four
international conferences and five international workshops were organized in
2016-2022. Importantly, it was Professor Nash's reputation and erudition which
helped to attract leading figures in transport economics to these events. The
collaboration with Professor Nash was also vital for obtaining the New Mobility
project funded by the Operational Programme Research, Development, and
Education aimed at the analysis of the benefits and risks of building high-
-speed railway lines in the Czech Republic. Finally, | would like to also mention
Chris’s fondness for hiking; it was during hikes in the Yorkshire moors or on the
trails around the Brno Reservoir that the best joint ideas often arose.
Professor Chris Nash has influenced several generations of transport
economists and there are only few topics in his long career that he has not
covered. Railway economics has become his lifelong specialization and love,
and his contributions in this field are indisputable. Today’s award is not only
a recognition of Professor’s Nash lifelong work, but also of his collaboration
with Masaryk University and the Faculty of Economics and Administration.
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SPEECH
Christopher Alfred Nash

Dear Friends, Colleagues, Honored Guests,

| am extremely grateful for the great honour the university is paying me today.
My close involvement with Masaryk University as visiting professor in the Fa-
culty of Economics and Administration only started late in my career, but it has
been a source of immense pleasure and satisfaction to me.

When | started my career, transport economics in Britain was blossoming.
My PhD was supervised by one of those responsible for this, Ken Gwilliam. Ken
was a great source of encouragement and inspiration. One of the skills | learnt
from him was the importance of networking, so that whatever information you
sought you had contacts who could help. This is crucial in a field requiring real
world data and information.

My first appointment was at Southampton University, where | was en-
couraged to think hard about the principles of cost-benefit analysis by the late
David Pearce. We wrote a book arguing for a view of cost-benefit analysis that
was based on a social welfare function that integrates equity and efficiency.
A key argument was that there was no single value free measure of the value
of a project and that transparency required a disaggregated approach to the
presentation of methods and data. As | worked on rail projects later in my ca-
reer, | realised another perhaps obvious factor that whether a project appeared
good depends very much on what it is compared with. This is nowhere more
important than when considering investment in high speed rail, where there
are many choices in terms for instance of the extent of new build rather than
upgrading and the speed new lines are built for.

In1974, | returned to Leeds as Lecturer in Rail Transport, a post sponsored
by British Rail with the specific task of promoting research links between the
rail industry and academia. | have always regarded it as extremely important
when researching an industry to learn from those in it. | was delighted to have
the opportunity in Brno to advise on a major project to build such links as this
here in the Czech Republic.

One of my early tasks as lecturer in rail transport was to prepare a report
comparing the efficiency of British Rail with other railways of Western Europe.
Our methodology was based on collecting a set of detailed key performance
indicators, backed up by interviews with the staff of the railways concerned,
to ensure that the data was comparable and that we understood the factors
that lay behind it. Much later, when the European Commission began bringing
forward major reforms to introduce competition within the rail industry, com-
paring the efficiency of railways where the reforms had been implemented
in different ways became crucial to understanding their impact. By this time
much more sophisticated methods had been developed to analyse such data
and | was lucky to be able to work with specialists in these methods, first in
Leeds and later in Brno.

One important consequence of introducing competing rail companies
to share the same tracks is that how they are charged for the use of those
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tracks becomes important. Itis not just that if competition is to be effective the
charging mechanism must not discriminate in favour of some rail companies
over others. Where infrastructure belongs to a different company from that
running the trains, track access charges become an essential way of giving
train operators the right incentives regarding the costs the impose on the in-
frastructure manager. | was introduced to work on this rather esoteric subject
by a project for the International Transport Forum but had the opportunity
to pursue it through subsequent projects for the European Commission, the
British Rail Regulator and the Centre on Regulation in Europe. An efficient sys-
tem of track access charges needs to incentivise train operators to adopt track
friendly rolling stock and to utilise routes and times of day where congestion
is not a serious problem. Few European countries have track access charging
systems which do this adequately.

Track access charging is of course just one application of the general
issue of charging for the use of transport infrastructure, and it was my very
great pleasure to coordinate a series of major projects on this wider issue for
the European Commission. These projects helped move marginal social cost
pricing from a textbook concept to a practical approach to transport pricing,
with clear guidance on how to measure marginal social cost and on what to
do when for reasons of budget constraints pure marginal social cost pricing
was impossible. | benefited enormously from the access these projects gave
me to experience and expertise Europe-wide, and it is a matter of great regret
for me that Britain has subsequently chosen to leave the European Union.

| must briefly mention one other area of work which started in my time
as British Rail lecturer and that is rail demand forecasting. We put together an
outstanding team in Leeds to work on this topic and tackled many important
issues, such as the influence on demand of needing to change trains, of being
obliged to stand and of late running, as well as demand forecasting for new
stations and services. The lesson | took from this work is that there is no such
thing as the perfect model; it is necessary to be pragmatic and to use a range
of models and types of data according to circumstances. Again this is an issue
which the institute here in Brno has taken up, and is at the forefront of issues
including the use of new sources of data such as from mobile phones.

In this short speech, | have tried to pick out some of the lessons | have
learnt during 50 years as an academic. One of the key lessons is the impor-
tance of teamwork. | have benefitted enormously from working with wonderful
colleagues. | want to end by thanking them all for what they have taught me
and for the friendship they have given me. In recent years many of the people
| have worked with have been members of the staff of Masaryk University, and
I wish them, and the University, every success in the future.
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SOLEMN OATH

Distinguished sir, before | confer upon you this title
in appreciation of your extraordinary scientific merits
and exceptional competences, we must observe

the ancient custom which requires those about

to be presented with this academic title to take

a solemn oath.

Distinguished sir, because you have contributed
to the development of our university and provided
others with an example worthy of following,

| hereby ask you to swear:

First of all, that you shall forever maintain your
allegiance to this university, which bears the illustrious
name of Masaryk, forever keep your friendship

and continue to support it with all your strength.

Moreover, that you shall continue to cultivate the
development of human knowledge so that its light
shines ever brighter. And finally, that you shall
remain in the future as you are now, unchanging.

Do you swear and promise
to do so to the best of your knowledge and belief?

I SWEAR AND I PROMISE.

Now that | have gratefully received your solemn oath,
I, the duly constituted promoter, by the authority
bestowed upon me, proclaim you,

CHRISTOPHER ALFRED NASH,
HONORARY DOCTOR
IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC POLICY

| hereby publicly declare your appointment and grant
you the rights and privileges associated with this title.
As proof, | present you with this diploma, bearing the
seal of Masaryk University, and confer upon you the
Gold Medal of this university.
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