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Abstract

Martina BOLOM-KOTARI, Sigillum Familiae Sancti Wenceslai: The Medieval Seal in Bobemia, Brno
2026.

The Czech archives preserve not only documents, but also the seals attached to them, as well as
seal matrices relating to the medieval period. This rich corpus of materials is continuously being
processed and made available in scholarly texts by sphragists, historians, and archivists. However,
it remains largely inaccessible to foreign researchers to this day. One of the purposes of the
presented monograph is to compensate this deficiency and to introduce the Czech sphragistic
wealth in its entirety to researchers from abroad. The author describes the seals of individuals and
institutions belonging to the different social strata. She always focuses first on a specific example
of a seal representing a given group and places it in a European cultural and social context. The
aim of the interpretation is not to provide a complete overview of preserved seals, but to familiarize
readers with seals and their role in Bohemian society at the time. In the introduction, she asks
whether there is such a thing as a Bohemian medieval seal with specific characteristics that would
be typical to this environment. In her partial analyses, she searches for and ultimately offers an

answer.
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V ceskych archivech jsou ulozeny nejen pisemnosti, ale také k nim pfipojené peceti, stejné jako
pecetni typafe, vztahujici se k obdobi stfedovéku. Jedna se o bohaty material, ktery je prabézné
zpracovavan a zpiistupnovan v odbornych textech sfragistiku, historikti a archivaia. Zahrani¢nim
badatelim vsak zastava dodnes z velké ¢asti nepfistupny. Jednim z cili monografie, kterou autorka
pfedklada, je tento nedostatek napravit a pfedstavit zajemcum ze zahranici Ceské sfragistické
bohatstvi v celé $ifi. Autorka pfiblizuje peceti jednotlivych vrstev spolecnosti. Zamétuje se vzdy
nejprve na konkrétni piiklad peceti reprezentujici danou skupinu, zasazuje jej do celoevropskych
kulturnich a spolecenskych souvislosti. Vyklad ma za cil nikoliv podat vycerpavajici piehled
dochovanych peceti, ale seznamit ¢tenafe s pecetf a jeji roli v dobové ¢eské spole¢nosti. Na uvod
si klade otazku, zda existuje ceska stfedoveka pecet’ s konkrétnimi charakteristikami, které by byly

typické a specifické pro toto prostiedi. V ramci dil¢ich analyz hleda a nakonec i nabizi odpovéd.
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