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Habilitacni prace Mgr. Jany Obrovské, Ph.D., pfedstavuje uceleny, teoreticky dobfe ukotveny
a empiricky rozsahly soubor vyzkumu, které se dlouhodobé& zamérfuji na problematiku
zakovské rozmanitosti a inkluzivniho vzdélavani. Autorka se tématu vénuje systematicky vice
nez deset let, coz je v praci jednoznacné patrné ve stabilité vyzkumného zaméreni, ve
vyhranéné metodologické pozici i v postupném komparovani a prohlubovani teoretickych
koncepta.

Pfredlozeny soubor Sesti praci je uveden syntetickym Uvodem (34 stran), ve kterém autorka
predstavuje Siroky ramec svého pfistupu ke zkoumani zakovské rliznosti. Tato Uvodni kapitola
habilitacni prace presvédcivé ukazuje, ze autorka umi nejen dlouhodobé budovat vyzkumné
zaméreni, ale také je zasazovat do SirSich teoretickych i spole€enskych souvislosti. Prace tak
pusobi jednotné; je ziejmé, Ze jde o vyzkumnou trajektorii systematickou, promyslenou a
tematicky konzistentni.

Téma zakovské diverzity je aktualni v Ceském i mezinarodnim kontextu, jak ostatné
dosvédcuje publikovani v habilitaci obsazenych studii v renomovanych ¢asopisech. Pét studii
bylo publikovano v pfednich zahraniénich ¢asopisech (z toho &tyfi v Q1 ¢asopisech, jedna v
Casopise Q2) a studie €. 6 z r. 2016 (chronologicky prvni z pFedlozeného souboru) v
Sociologickém Casopise. Diverzita zaku, otazky socialnich nerovnosti, prace s heterogenni
tfidou &i podpora zakll ze socialné znevyhodnéného prostfedi jsou dnes kli¢ovymi vyzvami
pedagogického vyzkumu i Skolské praxe. Prace tyto otazky reflektuje v jejich komplexité — od
konceptualizace rozmanitosti pfes analyzu systémovych nerovnosti az po specifické procesy
ve tfidach.

Autorcin pristup k vyzkumnému adresovani zakovské diverzity

Kdyz autorka v Uvodu své habilitaéni prace shrnuje teoreticka vychodiska a zasazuje do nich
jednotlivé vyzkumné studie, lze pozorovat té€sné navazani na etablované a ustalené
mezinarodni diskurzy v této vyzkumné oblasti. Tyké se to pfedevSim zpusobu, jakym autorka
pracuje s dichotomii Sirokého a uzkého pojeti diverzity, které odpovida bézné pouzivanému
ramovani v zahrani¢ni literatufe, ale také nékterych interpretaénich linii v dil€ich studiich, které
vychazeji z dobfe znamych konceptl (napf. diferenciace vyuky, univerzalni design pro uceni,
formativni hodnoceni nebo teorie socialni reprodukce).
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Tyto Casti prace jsou nicméné zpracovany velmi precizng, s hlubokym porozuménim danému
tématu; jejich pfinos spociva zejména v promyslené adaptaci stavajicich teoretickych ramci
pro Ceské prostiedi a v jejich propojeni s bohatym empirickym materialem. Autorka tak rozviji
a kontextualizuje existujici pFistupy zplsobem, ktery je pro domaci pedagogicky vyzkum velmi
cenny.

Podobné precizné a ucelené autorka vysvétluje metodologicka feSeni vyuzita v
pfedstavovanych studiich. Je metodologicky vyhranéna; za kliCovy pro sebe povazuje
etnograficky design, v nékterych studiich vyuZziva biograficky ¢i mikrointerakcionisticky pfistup
a v ramci celého souboru akcentuje potfebu rozvijet participativni pfistup k vyzkumu.

Autorka ziskava data dlouhodobé, vyuziva triangulaci, kombinuje rizné prameny dat a citlivé
voli analytické postupy. Soubor praci obsahuje zaroven i studii vyuzivajici scoping review, kde
autorka prokazuje schopnost syntetizovat zahrani¢ni empirii a zasazovat vlastni vyzkumy do
SirSiho teoretického ramce.

Vysledky a pfinosy prace

Vysledky vyzkumu (East ,Zjisténi a jejich diskuse® v uvodni kapitole habilitacni prace) jsou
formulovany precizné a peclivé; vétSina interpretaci je podlozena bohatymi daty. Autorka
presné rozliSuje deskriptivni a interpretacni rovinu.

Vzhledem k prevazujici kvalitativni metodologii a omezenému poctu participantu je tfeba brat
nékteré zaveéry spise jako hluboké porozumeéni konkrétnim situacim, nikoli jako zobecnitelné
vzorce chovani napfi¢ skolami. To plati napfiklad u nékterych zavéra o interakénich vzorcich
romskych zakl nebo o dopadech postcovidovych opatfeni na Skoly se socialné
znevyhodnénym slozenim.

Podle mého nazoru pfinasi prezentovany celek vyzkumné prace autorky nékolik skute¢né
vyznamnych pfinost. Sama autorka je diskutuje jako teoretické, metodologické a praktické
implikace. Jde predevSim o model inkluzivnich jadrovych praktik, ktery vychazi ze
systematizace kli¢ovych ugitelskych inkluzivnich postupl v pozorovanych heterogennich
tfidach. Je cennym pfispévkem, ktery ma potencial uplatnéni ve vyzkumu i v pfipravé uciteld.
Kriticky je ovSem tfeba doplnit, Ze nékteré prvky modelu jadrovych praktik maji silné paralely
v zahrani¢ni literatufe (napf. univerzalni design pro uéeni, diferenciace), a originalita spocCiva
spiSe v jejich kontextualizaci nez ve zcela novém teoretickém uchopeni.

Za cenné povazuji i autor€ino etnografické zkoumani kazdodenni etnicity, které nabizi
originalni vhled do dynamiky Skolnich interakci romskych zaku a je v Ceském prostfedi
vyjimecne.

Ocenuiji také biografickou studii romskych matek (v pfedloZzeném souboru je uvedena jedna z
fady dalSich autorkou (spolu)publikovanych). Pfinos vidim zejména ve snaze o participativni
pristup k vyzkumu a ziskani emické perspektivy matek (zapojeni matek do odkryvani vyznama
v kontextu vzdélavani jejich déti). Pfinos spatfuji zejména v zachyceni perspektiv, které byvaiji
v pedagogickém vyzkumu dosud malo zohlednovany.

Souhlasim s autorkou v tom, Ze jeji vysledky je mozné vyuzit jak pfi rozvoji kurikul ucitelskych
programU a upfesnovani kompetenci uciteld v oblasti prace s diverzitou (viz napf. studie €. 1,
2 a 4), tak i z metodologického hlediska pfi planovani vyzkumd v marginalizovanych
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komunitach a rozvijeni metod participativniho a etnografického vyzkumu (napf. studie €. 5 a
6).

Pfipominky a poznamky k celku habilitaéni prace

V zavérecCné Casti posudku se pokusim nabidnout osobni reflexi habilitaéniho spisu jako celku
a uvést i otazky, které mne nad ni napadaly.

Habilitacni prace jako celek ukazuje metodologicky vyvoj autorky. Ke star§im studiim, zejména
etnografii tfidy Frajefi, rapefi a propadlici a biografické studii romskych matek, Ize — i pfes
jejich nespornou zajimavost a originalitu — uvést nékteré kritické pfipominky: napf. reflexe
vyzkumnické pozice je rozpracovana meéné explicitné, nez vyzaduji sou€asné standardy
kvalitativniho vyzkumu (v metodologickych ¢astech téchto textl chybi detailngjsi analyza toho,
jak pozice dospélé neromské vyzkumnice ovliviiovala interakce a interpretace). V biografické
studii rovnéz misty dochazi k urcité schematizaci interpretaci, kdy jsou bohaté a ambivalentni
narativy matek podfazovany nékolika dominantnim teoretickym kategoriim, zejména konceptu
,damage control*, coz oslabuje nuance mezi riznymi typy strategii a zkuSenosti. V
etnografickych i biografickych analyzach by bylo navic mozné jesté plnéji rozvinout emergentni
vyznamy z dat — napfiklad ambivalence spojené s volbou Skoly, rozdily mezi statusovymi
skupinami matek ¢i napéti mezi Skolnim a vrstevnickym statusem u romskych zaku.

Nicméné noveéjsi etnografické studie — zejména studie 1 a 2 (Promises and challenges of
differentiated instruction as pre-service teachers learn to address pupil diversity; Teachers’
inclusive core practices and all students’ perspectives) — tyto nedostatky vyrazné prekonavaji
a pfinaseji metodologicky vysoce reflektovana a triangulovana data.

Naro¢nost vyzkumného tématu zakovské raznosti ilustruji i nékteré koncepéni tenze typické
pro souCasny vyzkum diverzity a inkluze. Scoping review Who is in focus? ukazuje, ze mezi
deklarovanym Sirokym pojetim inkluze a skuteénym metodologickym zaméfenim vyzkum(
Casto vznika nesoulad: i studie hlasici se k inkluzi ,pro vSechny zaky“ se v praxi pfevazné
soustfedi na uzsi skupiny, nejCastéji zaky se specialnimi vzdélavacimi potfebami. Podobna
tenze vystupuje z etnografie pregradualni pfipravy uditelll, kde studenti uditelstvi adresuiji

diverzitu zejména u ,napadnych” zaku, zatimco vétSina tfidy zGstava analyticky neviditelna.

K dal§im koncepénim rozporim, ilustrovanym habilitaéni praci, patfi pfetrvavajici pfevaha
hlasu ugiteld nad zakovskou perspektivou, kterou autorka identifikuje jako systémovy problém.
Studie €. 1 inkluzivnich jadrovych praktik tuto slabinu pfekonava, avsak na limitovaném vzorku
pomérné vysoce inkluzivnich skol.

A drobna poznamka nakonec: mirnou tenzi — byt epizodicky — vnimam i v jazyce prace.
Prestoze autorka na nékolika mistech upozorfiuje napfetrvavajici oslabujici a deficitni
stereotypizaci socialné znevyhodnénych zaku, epizodicky (s. 23, 35) pak o romskych zacich
piSe jako o zranitelnych (spiSe nez o odliSnych) aktérech. Tyto tenze, které si ¢tenar habilitace
odnasi, nijak neoslabuji jeji pfinos; naopak oteviraji dilezité otazky pro dalSi rozvoj vyzkumu
diverzity a inkluze a vedly mne k nize uvedenym otazkam k obhajobé.
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Dotazy oponenta k obhajobé habilitacni prace (pocet dotazu dle zvazeni oponenta)

1. Jak podle Vas pfekonat napéti mezi Sirokym pojetim inkluze deklarovanym v teoretickych
ramcich a uzSim pojetim, které se nakonec objevuje v empirii?

2. Jak zkoumat inkluzi zaméfenou na klima, vztahy a participaci a inkluzi zaméfenou na
kognitivni rst a akademické vysledky? Jaké typy designu vyzkumu by k tomu byly podle Vas
vhodné?

3. Uvazujete o rozSifeni vyzkumu o kontrastni design (napf. méné inkluzivni vs. vysoce
inkluzivni Skola)? Co by podle Vas takové srovnani mohlo pfinést k teoretické debaté o inkluzi
pro vSechny zaky?

Zaveér

Habilitacni prace Mgr. Jany Obrovské, Ph.D., s nazvem ,Adresovani Zakovské rozmanitosti ve
vzdélavani “ splnuje poZadavky standardné kladené na habilitaéni prace v oboru Pedagogika.

Ceské Budgjovice

Dne 31.3.2026
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Annex No. 10 to the MU Directive on Habilitation Procedures and Professor Appointment
Procedures

HABILITATION THESIS REVIEWER'S REPORT

Masaryk University

Applicant Mgr. Jana Obrovska, Ph.D.

Habilitation thesis Addressing Student Diversity in Education
Reviewer Prof. PaedDr. Iva Stuchlikova, CSc.

Reviewer's home unit, Eaculty of Education, University of South Bohemia in
institution Ceské Budéjovice

The habilitation thesis of Mgr. Jana Obrovska, Ph.D., represents a coherent, theoretically
well-grounded, and empirically extensive body of research that has long focused on issues of
student diversity and inclusive education. The author has been systematically devoted to this
topic for more than ten years, which is clearly reflected in the stability of her research focus,
her clearly defined methodological position, and the gradual comparison and deepening of

theoretical concepts.

The submitted set of six studies is introduced by a synthetic opening chapter (34 pages) in
which the author presents a broad framework for her approach to researching student diversity.
This introductory chapter convincingly demonstrates that the author is not only capable of
building a long-term research agenda, but also of situating it within broader theoretical and
societal contexts. The work thus appears cohesive; it is evident that it represents a systematic,

well-thought-out, and thematically consistent research trajectory.

The topic of student diversity is highly relevant in both the Czech and international contexts,
as evidenced by the publication of the studies included in the habilitation thesis in prestigious
journals. Five studies were published in leading international journals (four in Q1 journals and
one in a Q2 journal), while Study No. 6 (from 2016, chronologically the earliest in the submitted
set) was published in Sociologicky ¢asopis (Czech Sociological Review). Student diversity,
issues of social inequality, work with heterogeneous classrooms, and the support of students
from socially disadvantaged backgrounds are currently among the key challenges of
educational research and educational practice. The thesis addresses these issues in their full
complexity—from the conceptualisation of diversity, through the analysis of systemic

inequalities, to specific classroom processes.

The Author’s Approach to Researching Student Diversity

When, in the introduction to her habilitation thesis, the author summarises the theoretical
foundations and situates the individual studies within them, a close connection to established
international discourses in this research field becomes apparent. This applies in particular to
the way the author works with the dichotomy of broad and narrow conceptions of diversity,
which corresponds to commonly used framings in international literature, as well as to certain
interpretative lines in the individual studies that draw on well-known concepts (e.g.
differentiated instruction, Universal Design for Learning, formative assessment, or theories of

social reproduction).
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These parts of the thesis are, however, elaborated with great precision and a deep
understanding of the topic. Their contribution lies primarily in the thoughtful adaptation of
existing theoretical frameworks to the Czech context and in their connection with rich empirical
material. In this way, the author develops and contextualises existing approaches in a manner
that is highly valuable for domestic educational research.

Similarly precise and coherent is the author’s explanation of the methodological solutions
employed in the presented studies. Methodologically, she adopts a clearly defined stance: she
considers ethnographic design to be central to her work, employs biographical or
micro-interactionist approaches in some studies, and across the entire corpus emphasises the
importance of developing participatory approaches to research.

The author collects data longitudinally, uses triangulation, combines multiple data sources, and
selects analytical procedures with sensitivity. The set of studies also includes a scoping review,
in which the author demonstrates her ability to synthesise international empirical research and
to situate her own studies within a broader theoretical framework.

Findings and Contributions of the Habilitation Thesis

The research findings (presented in the section “Findings and Their Discussion” in the
introductory chapter of the habilitation thesis) are formulated precisely and carefully; most
interpretations are supported by rich data. The author consistently distinguishes between
descriptive and interpretative levels.

Given the predominantly qualitative methodology and the limited number of participants, some
conclusions should be understood more as in-depth insights into specific situations rather than
as generalisable patterns of behaviour across schools. This applies, for example, to certain
conclusions concerning interactional patterns among Roma pupils or the impacts of
post-COVID measures on schools with socially disadvantaged student populations.

In my view, the presented body of the author's research brings several truly significant
contributions. The author herself discusses them as theoretical, methodological, and practical
implications. Of particular importance is the model of inclusive core practices, which is based
on a systematisation of key inclusive teaching practices observed in heterogeneous
classrooms. This represents a valuable contribution with clear potential for application in both
research and teacher education. Critically, however, it should be noted that some elements of
the model have strong parallels in international literature (e.g. Universal Design for Learning,
differentiation), and that the originality lies more in their contextualisation than in an entirely
new theoretical conceptualisation.

| also consider the author’'s ethnographic exploration of everyday ethnicity to be highly
valuable; it offers an original insight into the dynamics of school interactions involving Roma
pupils and is exceptional within the Czech research context.

| further appreciate the biographical study of Roma mothers (only one of several such studies
co-authored or authored by the candidate included in the submitted set). Its contribution lies
especially in its effort towards a participatory research approach and the elicitation of the
mothers’ emic perspectives (engaging mothers in uncovering meanings in the educational
context of their children). This is particularly valuable in capturing perspectives that have so
far been largely underrepresented in educational research.
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| agree with the author that her findings can be applied both to the development of teacher
education curricula and the refinement of teachers’ competencies in working with diversity
(see, for example, Studies No. 1, 2, and 4), and, from a methodological perspective, to the
planning of research in marginalised communities and the further development of participatory
and ethnographic research methods (e.g. Studies No. 5 and 6).

Comments and Reflections on the Habilitation Thesis as a Whole

In the concluding part of this review, | offer a personal reflection on the habilitation thesis as a
whole and raise several questions that occurred to me while reading it.

The habilitation thesis clearly demonstrates the author’'s methodological development over
time. With regard to the older studies — particularly the classroom ethnography Cool Kids,
Rappers and Drop-Outs and the biographical study of Roma mothers — it is possible, despite
their undeniable originality and interest, to raise some critical remarks. For instance, the
reflection on the researcher’s positionality is less explicit than required by current standards of
gualitative research; the methodological sections lack a more detailed analysis of how the
position of an adult, non-Roma researcher influenced interactions and interpretations. In the
biographical study, there is also, at times, a certain schematisation of interpretations, whereby
rich and ambivalent maternal narratives are subsumed under a small number of dominant
theoretical categories, particularly the concept of “damage control,” which weakens nuances
among different types of strategies and experiences. In both ethnographic and biographical
analyses, emergent meanings from the data could have been developed even further — such
as ambivalences connected with school choice, differences among status groups of mothers,
or tensions between school and peer status among Roma pupils.

Nevertheless, the more recent ethnographic studies — especially Studies 1 and 2 (Promises
and Challenges of Differentiated Instruction as Pre-Service Teachers Learn to Address Pupil
Diversity; Teachers’ Inclusive Core Practices and All Students’ Perspectives) — clearly
overcome these shortcomings and offer methodologically highly reflexive and triangulated
data.

The demanding nature of research on student diversity is further illustrated by several
conceptual tensions typical of contemporary diversity and inclusion research. The scoping
review Who Is in Focus? shows that a discrepancy often emerges between the theoretically
declared broad conception of inclusion and the actual methodological focus of studies: even
research explicitly oriented towards inclusion “for all students” tends in practice to concentrate
on narrower groups, most commonly students with special educational needs. A similar tension
arises from the ethnography of initial teacher education, where student teachers primarily
address diversity in relation to “visible” pupils, while the majority of the class remains
analytically invisible.

Another conceptual contradiction highlighted by the habilitation thesis is the persistent
predominance of teachers’ voices over students’ perspectives, which the author identifies as
a systemic problem. Study No. 1 on inclusive core practices addresses this weakness, though
within a limited sample of highly inclusive schools.

Finally, a minor remark: | perceive a slight tension — albeit episodic — in the language of the
thesis itself. Although the author repeatedly draws attention to the persistent weakening and
deficit-oriented stereotyping of socially disadvantaged students, she occasionally (pp. 23, 35)
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refers to Roma pupils as vulnerable rather than as different actors. These tensions do not
diminish the contribution of the habilitation thesis; on the contrary, they open up important
guestions for the further development of diversity and inclusion research and led me to the
following questions for the defence.

Reviewer's questions for the habilitation thesis defence (number of questions up to the
reviewer)

1. How can the tension between the broad conception of inclusion declared in theoretical
frameworks and the narrower conception that ultimately emerges in empirical research be
overcome?

2. How can inclusion focused on climate, relationships, and participation be studied
alongside inclusion focused on cognitive development and academic outcomes? What
types of research designs would you consider appropriate for this purpose?

3. Do you consider extending your research through a contrastive design (e.g. less

inclusive versus highly inclusive schools)? What could such a comparison contribute to the
theoretical debate on inclusion for all students?

Conclusion

The habilitation thesis entitled Addressing Student Diversity in Education by Mgr. Jana
Obrovskd, Ph.D., fulfils requirements expected of a habilitation thesis in the field of Pedagogy.

Ceské Budgjovice

Date: 31. 3. 2026 Signature: ...,

Potvrzuji spravnost prekladu posudku do anglictiny.

prof. PhDr. Tom&s Janik, Ph.D., M.Ed.
pfedseda komise
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