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This habilitation thesis presents my research carried out over the past sixteen years on the
impact human societies had on forests in the past millennium in the Czech lands. The work is
organized into four thematic parts, which follow the development, heyday, decline and
rediscovery traditional woodland management through time. The first part (papers 1-7)
discusses the history of traditional woodland management, especially coppicing, from the
Middle Ages until the 20" century. The second part of the thesis (papers 8-11) addresses the
non-timber uses and the multiple use of forests. The third part (papers 12-14) focuses on
building timber: tree species used, geographic origins and the factors influencing building
activity. The fourth part of the thesis (papers 15-18) describes the abandonment of traditional
management, its negative consequences for biodiversity, as well as the process of its
rediscovery and the current state of reintroduction efforts in the Czech Republic. The overall
aim of this habilitation thesis is to provide a comprehensive summary of my research within
the general framework of the state of the art and recent advances in forest historical studies

in Europe and elsewhere.
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